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%Cormander, L.S.,T, Group THIRTELN - Commander R. W. Cut

,,_t
-

LST DIVISION R5 .L x)]ﬁf [SION 26
ST G = 15 0. P.Shav, USNR. ST 330 = T5.7.7.Croft, USIR.
fr(’)LST l&h—? -, Lt chPeublder, .Us.) u.u /,lLST 3)+O i Lt IJ.IIO-) Oll LFD-.—. .
LST 1~|'l+9 4 Lt ReG -Parliel", USH . (,CILST 395 v L-b -A.G.L‘Ol‘beu, USSR
%LST 460 - Lt.H.H.Robinson,Jr. ,USNR % 7 = Lt.W.R.Hitch, USN.

LST 472 = Lt.W.0.Talley, USN. - Lt.R.J.Kanmer, USNR.

LeS.Te GROUP TOULILLLI

Commender, L.S.T. Group FOURTEEN =  Commander R.W. Lajeunesse, USN,

LST DIVISION 27 LST DIVISLON 28
; - Lt.F.D.Braedley, UsCG @LST 89 - LUu.R.J.Pigaro, USN,
C,IST 33[} - LtoJ-LoHeed, USNR » Q.JLST 71 - L‘t.COMdI‘.F.E.MineI‘, USCG,
@LST 341 - Lt.S.hpstein, USNR. &LST 172 -
@LST 390 = Lt.J.M.Edinburg, USHR, I..J'T 207 = Lt.H.S.Ingalls, USCGR.
"’LST 342 LST 354 = Lt.W.A.Henry, USK.

LST 353 = LtoC-AoI‘-Iartin, USI»

723385 L.S.T, GROUP FIFTELEN

Commander, L.3.,T. Group FIFTEEN - Commander V. Ko Busck, US.

LST DIVISION 29 IS8T DIVISION 30
\‘.“LST IZG - LE'j oI Conlon’ USNR, BLST EG L LE.N OH.-FarTflel‘, US .
LST 343 = Lt.H.I.Rightneyer, USN. ¢le 2l -
_IST 399 = Lt.J..Wiesenthal, USNR 3T 70 = Lbt.Comdr.A.Pollock, USCG.
[ 4E5 = Lt.H.F,Breimyer, USNR. LST 123 = Lt.W.Byron, USN.
) 486 - Lt.L.C.Shea, USNR. @LST 124 = Lt.W.A.Bartos, USN.
"~_ v 1P88 L of L'tuG'ol'}oSCOtt, USNR., LsT 125 - Lt"NoJ.{oTenney, USNR.
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». Lt.S-PI‘&S, USK-
118 - Lt.C.W.Lundberg, USN
219 Lt«R.Collier, USHNR.
220 Lt.C.J.Goode, USLIk.
247 - Lt.&.V.Converse, USNR.
269 = Lt.V.T.Finch, USNR.

NOTE:
ALLl I8T'S without reference merks were operating from Purvis Bay.

%-0perating temporarily with SoWesPac for landings on Aitape and
Hollandie, New Guinea.

#-Battle demages repaired at-lare Island and ship returning to this area
for service.

@-0n temporary duty in Central Pacific.

&-At Bspiritu Sentos undergoing repairs., Has never reported to this
commeand .

¢$-Ship was stricken from Register when torpedoed, 18 June 1943, hut
Porward half was convertéd into an LST warehouse and beeched at Carter
City, Ploride Island, British Solomon Islends.

g-Whereabouts unknown.

TASK ORGANIZATION

Commender in Chief, U.S. Fleet - Admiral Ernest J. King, USN.
commander in Chief, U.S.Pacific Fleet = Admiral Chester W. Wimitz, USN.
commander Third Fleet. - Admiral william F. Helsey,Jr.,USN
comriender Amphibious Force,ThirdFleet,

(Commander Task Force 31.) - Rear Admiral T.S.Wilkinson, USN.
conmender Landing Craft Flotilles,

mhird Fleet (Commander Task Group 31.1) Rear Admirel G. H. Fort, USN.,
commander L.S.T. Flotllla IIVE - Captaln G.B. Carter, USIN.

The above task organization was the permanent one under which this com-
mand operated, but on 30 April 1944, this commend reported to the Fifth
Tleet for duty with the following:
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TASK ORGANTIZATION (Continued)

Commander Fifth Fleet Admiral R. A. Spruence, USN,
Comnander Fifth Amphiblous Forces-

{CTF 51,) Vice Adnirael R. K., Turner, USN.
Comuander Group Three Fifth Amphib-

ious Force (CTF 53.and CTG 53.,1) Rear Admiral R, L. Conolly, USIN.
Commander Task Group 53,2 Rear Admiral L. F,., Relfsnider, USN.,
Comnander Task Group 53.3 Captain P, Buchanan, USN,
Comnander Task Group 53.16

(ComLSTRLotIIVE) Captain G. B, Carter, USN.

The month of May was one of feverish activity on the part of
the Commander 1,S.7, Flotllla FIVE, It was necessary not only toprepare
his ships for the coming offensive but also the nwaerous smwall craft
assigned to hils administretive control, which included PC, SC, WS, DUS,
AT and ICI. This envolved no smell amount of repalrs, alterations, and
the addition of new and improved equipment emong which were:

Rocket launchers for the ILCI(G)'s.

Radar equipment.

Pontoon barges and causeways (sidecarry) for LST's.
Pire fighting equipment for all ships.,

Smell pots for all ships,

Smoke rockets for LCI(G)'s.

SCR 608 and 610 radio equipment for all ships.
Combet loaded boats for LSI's.

Crawler crane equipment for each LST.

This was only a partial list of the work which had to be done.
The ships had to be placed in tip-top shape for the coming long sea voy=-
age and subsequent strike at the enemy. Schedules of work were mein-
tained and general over-seeing of the work was done by ComLSTFlotFIVE
and his steff while the actual work was done by RepforlMeint Purvis
(Captein W. Cs Craig), the USS WHITNEY, USS PROIUETHEUS, USS AGENOR, USS
ARTISTAEUS, USS ARGONNE, USS LLDUSA, Landing Craft Repair Units No, 1
and 2, Pontoon Assembly Detachment #2, and techniclens aboard various
ships actually assigned to the operation, The repalrs and work done
were much too numerous to narrate, so little mention is made of it dur-
ing the month's war diary.

In addition to repairs and alterations, 1t was necessary to
train the ships for the coghg operation, Prectice and simulated attack
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overations were conducted through the latter half of the month under the
cognizance of Commander Trensports Third Amphiblous Force, Commander
Transports Group Three, Fifth Amphibious Force, Commender Group Three
Pifth Amphibious Force, In addition, Commander L.S.T. Flotilla FIVE, con-
ducted gunnery school for new enlisted men erriving to f£ill the complement
of his ships, C(Classes were also conducted in fire-fighting, redio, and
plane identificetion,

Another important feature of this preparatlion period was the
loading of lMerine gear, armament tanks, and other material for the attack.
Fueling, watering and provisioning to peak capacity was also necessary.
Bunbarkation of the troops and their subsequent training with the ships was
necessary.

The suall craft assigned to the command were, when not undergo-
ing repairs and being prepared for action, ugsed for screening end escort
duty. Little mention of this 1s made as the assignments were too numerous
to mention,

The disposition of ships during the month and a partial plcture
of the detalls involved in this month of preparation is presented herewith:

(All times in this letter will be regarded as Love (-11) time,)
1l MAY 1

The Commander of LST Flotilla FIVE was at his Lyons Point
headquarters. i

The Commandersof LST Groups 13 and l4 were operating in
SoWesPac and CentPac respectively.

The Commander LST Group 15 was at Lyons Point.,

IST's 70 anf 123 were at Russells Islands getting attachments
put on to carry pontoon causeways on each side of the respective ships,

IsT's 125, 343, 398, 446 and 488 were enroute Russells Islands
to load Fourth lMarine Base equipment., Upon completing unloading at
Guadalcanal these ships will report to Pontoon Assembly Detachment #2,
Russells Islands, for thelr pontoons and have them landed aboard.

il

m




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

1sTFLOTS/ A12-1 0 { j
Serial 00120
L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
¢/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California,
S=li=CmR=E=T : 1l June 1944.

Subject: War Diary from 0001 Love, 1 Lay 1944, to 2400 Love,

overations were conducted through the latter half of the month under the
cognizance of Commander Trensports Third Amphiblous Force, Commander
Transports Group Three, Fifth Amphibious Force, Commender Group Three
Pifth Amphibious Force, In addition, Commander L.S.T. Flotilla FIVE, con-
ducted gunnery school for new enlisted men erriving to f£ill the complement
of his ships, C(Classes were also conducted in fire-fighting, redio, and
plane identificetion,

Another important feature of this preparatlion period was the
loading of lMerine gear, armament tanks, and other material for the attack.
Fueling, watering and provisioning to peak capacity was also necessary.
Bunbarkation of the troops and their subsequent training with the ships was
necessary.

The suall craft assigned to the command were, when not undergo-
ing repairs and being prepared for action, ugsed for screening end escort
duty. Little mention of this 1s made as the assignments were too numerous
to mention,

The disposition of ships during the month and a partial plcture
of the detalls involved in this month of preparation is presented herewith:

(All times in this letter will be regarded as Love (-11) time,)
1l MAY 1

The Commander of LST Flotilla FIVE was at his Lyons Point
headquarters. i

The Commandersof LST Groups 13 and l4 were operating in
SoWesPac and CentPac respectively.

The Commander LST Group 15 was at Lyons Point.,

IST's 70 anf 123 were at Russells Islands getting attachments
put on to carry pontoon causeways on each side of the respective ships,

IsT's 125, 343, 398, 446 and 488 were enroute Russells Islands
to load Fourth lMarine Base equipment., Upon completing unloading at
Guadalcanal these ships will report to Pontoon Assembly Detachment #2,
Russells Islands, for thelr pontoons and have them landed aboard.

il

m




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

isrrLoms, Al2-1
Serial 00120 ‘
L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
¢/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California,

S-E-C=R-E-T 1 June 1944,
Subject: War Diary from 0001 Love, 1 llay 1944, to-24Q0Love,

1 MAY l(,)a./p (COl'lt)

IST 449 was uhdergoing repelrs at Espiritu Sentos,
IST's 207 and 399 were in Purvis Bay-Tulegl area.

Word was recelved that Commander I, A, McFall, Commander LST
Group 38, and sixteen ships would report to this commend for repair and
readying for the next enemy attack,

Schedules were being prepered for certain LST's to report to
Pontoon Agsembly Detachment #2 for rlgeging of barges and causeway pon-
toons aboard for the coming operations., Some of the L8T's scheduled to
carry these pontoons had not reported to this comiand as yet., The LST's
designabed were as follows:

~

PONTOON BARGES-LST's 70, 125, 123, 207, 399, 488, 343, 227, 38, 276, 476,

POIITOON CAUSEWAYS-LST's 449, 118, 241, 269, 478 and 122,

Ccommeander, L.,S.T., Flotilla FIVE was at his Lyons Point Head-
quarters,

Commender, L.S.T, Group 15 was at the Lyons Point Headquarters.,

LsTts 70, 123, 125, 343, 398, 446 and 488 were at Russells
Islends having pontoon side~carry equipment barges installed with the
exception of LST's 343, 398 and 446,  The pontoon work was being delayed
for reason of the 75 ton crene which was used to hoist the completed
pontoons into place for attachment was broken down, Hfforts were being
made to have a crane taken to Russells Islands from Guadelcanal or
Tulagl to assist in this work., LST's 343, 398 and LL6 were loading
Marine cargo aboard for transfer to Guadalcanal., The Flotilla Comuender
requested the early return of these ships to Guadaleanal area for prep-
aration for next attack on the enemy,

L37's 207 and 399 were in the Purvis Baey-Tulegl area.
IST 449 wes at Espiritu Santos undergoing repeirs.,

5.
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An initial performence test report wes received from the
Pontoon Assembly Detachment #2 at Russells Islands. LST 70 was used in
the test. The side-carry barges were unloaded in six minutes, which time
was satisfactory. Minor alterations will have to be made on the side-
carry fittings already installed.

commander Group Three Fifth Amphibious Force turned over to
Commander L.S.T. flotlille FIVE all LCI's LST's, YMS's, SC's, PC's, AN's
and the ARL3 - a total of 85 ships - for administrative purposes.
(These vessels will be mentioned as they report, where possible)., The
Commodore was to ready these vessels in all ways and to have them in tip-
top shape for the forthcoming operations, They were to be made available
20 Commender Group Three Fifth Amphiblous forces on call for local duty
f needed.

WS 242 reported for duty. Standing by in Purvis Bey area for
orders,

Additional 40 MMguns were arriving to augment the present
armament of the LST's., A request was made for additional radio gear,
batteries, and anti-flash gear for L3T's.,

3 MAY 1944

The Commender L.S.T, Flotilla FIVE was at hls Lyons Point
headquarters,

The Commender L.S,T. Group 15 was at Lyons Point,

IST's 70, 123, 125, 343, 398, 446 end 488 were in the Russells

Islands,

PC 555 and SC 1047 reported for duty with this command and
were standing by awalting orders.

All smell craft which had reported and which were in this area

prior to reporting to the command were instructed to go to Tulagl to
draw provisions from Navy reefers there,

LsT's 207 and 399 were in the Purvis Bay area., They recelved
orders and proceeded to Kukum Beach, Guadalcanal, to load 1200 for

Russells Islands, HRNZS Queen 14 was provided for escort., It was
estimated that these vessels will have completed their mission and 43

b
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3 MAY 1944 (continued)

reported to Pontoon Assembly Detachment i #2, Russells Islands, and completed
ingtallation of pontoons by 9th liay.,

LST 449 wes undergoing repalrs in Lisplritu isantos. The estimated
time of completion of these repairs was 6 lMay.

LCI 22 was used to carry badly needed turnbuckles to lLussells
Islands to be used by Pontoon Assembly Detachment #2 in the installation of
side~carry pontoons. These turnbuckles had been manufectured on board the
USS PrOMMWHEUS. The ICI also carried u. 5. and Guard mail for the LST's
at Russells., Istimated time of arrival at Russells was 1830,

Lt.(Jjg) Stettner and Lt. F. L. Pelker, fire-righting officers,
were assigned temporary duty with L.S.7, Ilotilla FIVE as fire-fighters for
the operation., Upon completion of these temporary duties they were to re-
turn to their regular duty stations,

The Commodore was inforimed that fire-fighting gear requested from
comSeronsobac had been placed aboard L3ST 449 for transportation to this
command

4 LAY 194L
The Commander of L.S.r. Flotilla FIVE was at Lyons Point.

The Commander of L. 5., T. GLOUP 15 was at Lyons Point,

LST's 70ji 123, 125, 343, 398,end 488 were at Russells Islands.

These LST's were directed not to &ocept any more cargo from the Fourth
Base Merine Depot for transportation to Tassafaronge and Tetere, Guadal-
canal, as time was getting short and if this cargo was accepted, the LST's
would not be sufficlently prepared for the operations to permit them to
take part in the scheduled dress rehearsal. |

LT 446 was loading Merine gear at Russells, Expected time of
completion was 2400 5 May.

L8T's 207 and 399 were loading at Kukum Beach, Guadalcanal, for
Russells Islands. They departed at 0800 for destination, Upon arrival:

Y
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L MAY 1944 (continued)

and when unloaded they were directed to report to the Pontoon Assembly De-
tachment Number 2 for loading side~carry barges. They arrived at their

destination at 1450,

g IST 449 was still at Espiritu Santos, Orders Were received that
instellation of fittings for cerrying of pontoon barges were to be com-
pleted at Espiritu Santos for this ship.,

Instructions were received to designate one LST to carry pontoon
barges with necessary spur on barges to permlt anchoring from either end.
LST 276 weas designated and so fitted at later date,

5 VAY 1944

The Commuander of L.S.T., I'lotilla 5 was at his Lyons Point
headquarters.

The Com:ender of L.,S.T. Group 15 was at Lyons Point.,
LSTt's 70, 123, 125, R07, 343,398, 399, 446 and 488 were at
Russells Islands.,

LST 446 arrived Tetere during the day to unload liarine gear and
then was to proceed to Carter City, but unloading was not completed until

9 Iw;aly .
LST 449 was at Espiritu santos,

YIS 184 and 216 reported to this command and were standing by
walting orders.,

6 MAY 194L

The Commander L.S.T., Flotilla 5 spent most of the dey in confer-
ence with high officiaels at Camp Crocodile, Guadalcanal,

The Commander L.S.T. Group 15 was at Lyons Point,

LST's 70, 123, 125, 207, 343, 398, 39%eand L88 were in Rugsells
Islands,

IST 343 was to depart Russells Islands for Tassefarongs,
.1

-8-
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7 MAY 1944 (continued)

Guadelcanal was 1400, Xvery effort was being made to expedite the unload-
ing of IST 343 eas she needed availebility prior to the training exercises
for the coming operations.

Lt.F.L.Felker was confined to the hospitel and another fire-
fighting officer was requested to replace him for duty as fire-fighter for
the 187's of this Flotilla,

USS SHELDRAKH reported to this command for duty and was standing
by in the Purvis Bay area awaiting orders.,

LCI 332 was sent to Russells Islends with another necessary ship-
ment of turnbuckles, fourteen 200 1lb, anchors, and cable pendants, urgently
needed for the LST pontoon project. »

ComPransGroupThreerifthPhib directed LST's 207, 343, L&8, 70, 123
and 125 to report to ComGroupThreefifthPhib for temporary duty. LST 449
was to report upon completion of unloeding at Guadalcanal,

8 JAY 194l

Coumeander L.S.T., Flotille 5 attended a meeting aboard the USS
Y APPATACHAIN at Guadalcanal, and also a meeting at Cemp Crocodile, Guadal=-
canal, He returned late in the afternoon to his Lyons Point headquarters.

Comuander L.S.T. Group 15 was at Lyons Point,
LST's 343, 398 and 446 were unloading at Guadalcenal,
L8T 449 was enroute Guadalcanal,

LST's 70, 123, 125, 207, 399 and 488 were at Russells Islands.
CNB Russells reported that LST 125 would be flnished and ready to sail at
0800 on the 9 of May. LST 70 departed Russells Islands for Guadalcanal at
1930 Love with Q4ll as escort. This was prior to the expected time of de-
parture. This ship was to proceed to Tassafaronga Beach, Guadalceanal, to
unload and then was further ordered to report to ComTransGroupThreerifth

Phib 9 May for duty.

Welding machines were requested for each LST carrying pontoon
equipment, These would enable ship's personnel to make repairs to barges
end also was a safeguard in heavy seas in case of failure of chain whioch /

«10-~
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8 MAY 1944 (continued)

held the barges to the sides of the ships. This equipment wgs to be
manned by SEABEES of the 1029 CB Detachment,

The DMS's HAMILTON, PERRY, LONG and HOGALY, together with YMSs
@70, 136, 195, 237 and 269 reported to this comuaend for duty.

LCI(G)'s agsigned to duty with this command were engeged in
installing forty rocket launchers per ship for the coming operation,
Thls work to be accomplished by RepformeintPurvis,

9 MAY 1944

The Commender of L.S.T. IPlotilla 5 was at his Lyons Point head-
quarters.

.

The Commender of L.S.,T. Group 15 was at Lyons Point,
LST's 123, 125, 207, 399 and 488 were at Russells Islands,

LST 125 departed Russells Islands ab 0700 9 Mey for Tetere
Beach, Guadelcanal., Orders were given her to report to ComTransGroup
ThreeFifthPhib at 0700 on the tenth of May.

ST 449 was unloading at Guedalcanal having arrived at 0800
from Espiritu,

8C 521 and USS GRAPPLE reported to Commander L.,S.T, Flotilla
5 for duty and were standing by in the Purvis Bay area awaiting orders,

The USS SKYLARK and USS SWALLOW reported to Commander L.S.T,.
Flotilla 5 for duty., Both ships requested 48 hours availabllity for mein
engine repairs and for degaussing check,

Four LCVP boats with crews were requested from Amphibious Train-
ing Center, Turner City, Floride Island, for use with small craft in com-
ing operations, & LST's were ordered to load naval 5% ammunition aboard
for distribution to units of the attacking force of coming operations at
sea, LST's 125, *41, 449, 117, 118, 343, 399 and 207 were designated,

I
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9 MAY 1944 (continued)

LST's 488, 247, 70, 219, 220, 123 and 269 were designated to
carry 4O MM, 20 MM, .50 caliber and rocket ammunition, for further delivery §
to naval units at sea,

Request was made to use some area north of Savo Island for mine
sweeping exercises for training of YNMS's., A llve mine area was deslgnated
by the Commander INavel Bases HForward Aree, ilnstead of a treining area,

10 LAY 1944
- The Commender L.S,T. I'lotilla 5 was at Lyons Point.

The Commender L.S.T. Group 15 was on training exercises off
Guadalcanal.,

IST's 70 and 125 were loading llarine gear at Tetere Beach, Guadal=-
canal., The estimated time completion unloading was changed to 0600 1l May.

LST's 123 and 488 departed Russells Islands at 0730 Love for ,
Tetere Beach, Guadalcanal, to report for duty to ComTransGroupThreefifthPhib¥

1ST's 207, 343 and 399 were at Russells Islends having pontoon
fittings installed,

L3T 398 was unloading at Kukum Beach, uadelcenal. Later, after
completion of unloading, it loaded 40 and 20 1If guns at Kukum Beach which
had been unloaded there by the USS PRESIDENT lIONROE for distribution to
ships of this commend., They also picked up SCR radios from the Radio Pool
at Lunga, Guadalcenal, for distribution to all ships under the administrat-
ive commend of Commender L.S.T. flotilla 5.

SC's 1325, 1326, 1328, 504, 724; PC's 1126 and 1136, reported to
this commend for duty. They were standing by in the Purvis-Tulegl area
awaiting orders.

LCI's W42, 450 and 474 were ordered to ComTransGroupThreeFifthPhib
for training at Guadalcanal,

SC's 727, 1273 and PC 1125 were ordered to Tulegl to draw new
‘radio gear from LST 398 upon her arrival there,

-12= ‘ |2




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

LSTFLOTS / Al2-1
Serial 00120
L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
¢/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California,

S-E=C-R=1-T7 1 June 194k,

1l MAY 1944
The Commender L.S.T. Flotilla 5 was at Lyons Point.

The Commender L.S.T. Group 15 was aboard LST 488 in training
meneuvers off Guadalcanal,

I5T's 70 and 185 were unloading Fourth liarine gear at Tetere
Beach, Guadalcanal,

I8T's 123 and 488 were at TMetere Beach loading combat equipment
and in training there.

LCI's 46k, 465, and L66 reported to ComTransGroupThreeFrifthPhib
at 0800 for temporary duty.

ILST's 207, 399, 449 and 343 were at Russells Islands.
I8Tts 446 and 398 were at Kukum Beach, Guadalcanal,

All YUS's were instructed to dpaw SCR 610 radios from Tulagi
this date.

PC 1127 reported to Commander L.S.T, Flotllla 5 and was standing
by for orders.

YMS 242 took another shipment of turnbuckles to Pontoon Assembly
Detachment #2 at Russells Islands.

PCt's 555, 549, USS LIPAN end USS HOLLY were sent to Lunga Radio
Material Annex, Guadalcanal, to pick up radio gear.

LCI 467 reported to USS APPALACHIAN off Koli Point, Guadalcanal,
for duty with landing party recelving instructions with rubber beets off
Cape Isperance, Guadaleanal,

SC 1325 was granted three days avallability.

The USS APACHE (under administrative control of Commender L,.S.T,
Flotilla 5), essisted in shifting the USS P.H.BURNEIT to another mooring
in Purvis Bay and then proceeded to Lunga Radio Pool, Guadalcanal, to draw
radlo gear.,
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12 JAY 1944

Commander L.S.T. Flotilla 5 was at hisg Lyons Point headquarters.

Commnander L.S.T. Group 15 was aboard the LST 488 in training orf
Guadalcanal,

L3T's 123, 125 and 488 were in training off Guadalcanel.

IS8T 70 was loading lMarine gear for the coming operation; then was
ordered to fuel, water, and provision to capacity at Green Beach, Tulagi,

Commander 'L.5,T, Group 38 (Commander i, A. llcl'all) ' was enroute
from SoWesPac, Arrivael was expected the 13th., He brought with hinm L7
LS8T's of which 16 were no%b ships of this cormaend, LST LL7 was part of LST
Group 13 which returned from operations in the Vew Guinea area., The 16
new LST's were 38, 41, 78, 122, 221, 227, 241, 1243, R70, 276, 476, 477, 478,
479, 481 and 482, Part of these ships went direct to Russells Islends and
the remainder cae to Purvis Bay area., Of these ships I137's _”19, 243, 270,

R76, 476, 477, 478, 479 and L82 were not to arrive until the 13th,
LST's 207 and 399 were at Guadalcanal loading Marine gear,

LST's 343 and 499 were at Russells Islands, Pontoons were to be
loaded aboard Lst 449 by 2000 Love,

LSY 398 was at Tulagl Harbor taking on provisions.
LST 446 was in Purvis Bay taking on fuel and water,
8C's 504 and 1319 were granted avallabllity until 18 May.

USS ALOE reported for duty with this command and was stending by
in Purvis Bay area awaiting orders.

13 MAY 1944

Cormander L.3.T., Flotilla 5 and Commander L.S.T. Group 38, who
arrived early today, spent the day attending conference at Guadalcanal,
Transportation to and from Guadalcanal wes furnished by PC 1127,

Comuander L.S.T. Group 13 arrived Lyons Point from duty with ship
in soWesPac. LST 447 was his flagship which returned to this command for

duty.
M




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

LSTFLOTS /A12=1 ﬁ : 3
gerll 00120
LS. T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
¢/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California,

S-E-C=-R-E=-T 1 June 1944,

13 MAY 1944 (continued)

Commander L.S.T, Group 15 was aboard LST 488 rarticipating in
tralning exercises off Guadalcanal,

1ST's 38, 41, 117, 118, 122, 220, -227, 241, _47, LL4L9, were at
husgsells Islends,

IST's 78, 221, 269, 447 and 481 were en}oute Purvis Bay from
Russells Islands,

LST's 123, 125, 207, 488 and 399 were participating in training
exerclses off Guadalcanal,

LST's 219, 243, 270, 276, 476, L77, 478, 479, L82 were enroute
Purvis from SoifesPac, Upon theilr errivel on the 13th disposition wes as
follows: LST 479 took on fuel at Tulagl, LST's 219, 269, 270, 476 and 478
were to draw provisions on the lith, 3

IST's 70 and 398 were at Tulagi Harbor., LST 70 was loading 5n
emmuniition on tank deck at @reen Beach,

LST 343 was at Guadalcanal,
LST 446 was at Purvis Bay.

SC 1327 was assigned temporary duty with ComTransGroupThreerifth
Phib,

PC 1126 was ordered to escort LST L4L9 from Russells Islands to
Tetere Beach, Guadelcanal,

PC 555 was granted availability alongside the USS WHITNEY until
17 May.

LCI's 468, 469 and 471 reported to ComTransGroupThreerifthPhib
0600 13 lay, for temporary duty,

PC's 549, 1125; LCI 475; 8C's 666, 727 and 1273 were ordered to
temporary duty with ComTransGroupThreeFifthPhib.,

ComTransGroupThreelifthPhib was notified that all small oraft at
that time assigned to Commender L.S.T., Flotilla 5 had reported,
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14 VAY 1944
Commender L,S.T, Flotille 5 was at his Lyons Point headquarters.
Commanders of LST Groups 13 and 38 were at Lyons Points,

Commander L.S5.Ts Group 15 was aboard LST 488 participeting in
exerclses for the coming operations, \ :

LST's 38, 118, 122, 227 and 241 were at Russells Islands loading
pontoon causeways and barges,

LsT's 41, 117, 220, 247 and 449 were enroute Russells Islands to
Purvis Bay, Florida Islend.

LsTts 123, 125, 207, 343, 399 and 488 were in training at Guadal-
canal with ComTransGroupThreerifthPhib,

L8T's 70, 221, 398, 446 and 479 were in the Purvis Bay area.

_ LST's 219, 269, 220, 476 end 478 were drawing provisions at
Tulagi 0

LST's 78, 243, 447, 477, 481l and L82 were at 'retere beech, Guadel-
cenal, loading lerine equipment.,

Loy 276 was enroute Russells Islands escorted by YIS 242,

15 MAY 1944

Commender L.S.T. Flotilla 5 was at his Lyons Point headquarters.

Commanders of L.S.T. Groups 13, 15 and 38 were at Lyons Point.

LsST's 38, 118, 122, 227, 241 and 276 were at Russells Tslands
loading pontoon barges.

LST's 78, 243, W4T, 4L9, 477, 481 and 482 were leading at Tetere
Beach, Guadalcanal.,

LST 247 was enroute Purvis Bay from Russells Islends.

LST's 41, 70, 117, 125, 207, 219, 220, 221, 269, 270, 4L6, 476,
478, 479, 488 were in the Purvis Bay-Tulagl area.
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15 MAY 1944 (continued)

LST 117 was loading ammunition from the Purvis Bay ermunition
barge.,

LST's 123 and 343 were in training off Guadalcenal,
Comulander L.S.T, Flotilla FIVE was at Lyons Point,
Couniander L.3.T. Group 13 was at Lyons Point,

Comander L.S.T. Group 15, aboard L3T 343, and Comrander I.3.T,
Group 38, aboerd LST 243, were in trainin. off Guadalcaneal ,

LSI's 41, 70, 78, 117, 122, 125, 219, 220, 221, 243, 270, 398,
W7, 477, 478, 479, 481, 482 and LBE were in the Purvis Bey-Tula,l area,
0f this group LST's 78, 221, 243, R70, L47,°479, 481 and 482 departed this
area for Guadalcanal to participate in traeining at 0830,

LST's 38, 227 and 446 were enroute Purvis Bay from Guadalcanal.

LST's 2069 and 476 escorted by YIS 242 were enroute Russells
Islands for installation of side-carry rontoons,

LST*s 118 and 276 were at Russells TIslends completing loading of
pontoons.,

LST's 123, 343, 399 and 449 were in treining off Guadalcanal.
LSTts 123 and 343 returned to Purvis Bay during the day to load amaunition
from ammo barge.

b

L3T's 207, 241 and 247 were at Guadalcanal,
APC 46 reported for duty,

LCI 472 was sent to Cape Lsperance to conduect demolition exercises
with party from USS TALBOT,

8C 1273 was granted availability alongside the USS PROLETHEUS for
three days,

17 MAY 194k

Comuander L,S,T, Flotilla 5 was at L

ons Point, ' 7

&
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17 1AY 1944 (continued)

Commander L.S.,T. Groups 13 and 38 were participating in training
exercises off Guadalcanal,

Commander L.S.T. Group 15 was at Lyons Polnt,

eIl Ity 0., Sl L 1R Re LR8N M 250 U0 F @R« rRlln “2li/as S LSRRG d
Lu6, LA4T7 and 488 were in the Purvis Bay-Tulagl area., L37 125 was to load
ammunition from amo barge PURVIS BAY. L3T 488 was to pick up crawler
crane from Govermuent Wherf, Tulagl Harvor. LST 117 was to pick up crawler
crane from 83 GRELCE VICTOKY in Gevutu Harbor, then report to ComTrans
GroupThreellfthPhlib at Guadalcanal for temporary duty.

LST's 78, 221, 243, 270, 449, 477, 479, 481 and 482 were in
training off Guadalcanal.

LsT's 118, 207, 220, 399 were in the Guadalcanal area.

IS8T 207 was to proceed to Tulagl Harbor .to plck up crawler creane
and then load emmunition at Green Beach,

LT 38 and LST 276 departed Russells Islands for Purvis Bay.
13T 276 was to pick up crawler crane at Tulegl upon arrival.

LoT's 269 and 476 were at Russells Islands.

LST 478 departed Purvis Bay for Russells Islands to have pontoon
fittings installed.,

18 1AY 1944

gommander L.,S,T., Flotilla 5 spent the greater part of the day in
conference with CTF 53, aboard the USS APPALACHTAN off Koli Point, Guadal-
canal, and CTG 53.3 aboard the USS DUPAGE off Tetere Beach, Guadalcenal.

Commander L.S.T, Group 13 and Commander L.S.T. Group 38 (aboard,
18T 243) were participating in training exercises off Guadalcanal with
LST's 78, RRL, 243, 270, 477, 479, 481, 482, in company,

LST's 38, 41, 70, 122, 123, 125, 207, 227, 84l, 247, 276, 343,
398, 399, 446, 4L7, 449 and 488 were in the Tulagi-Purvis Bay area.

The following ships were at Russells Islands completing
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18 MAy 1944 (continued)

installatlon of pontoons: ILST's 269, 476 and 478, LST 478 returned to

Purvis Bay having completed work, Estimated time of arrival was 0600 19
ey, LST 209 was ofdered to dock at Suagi Dock, Guadelcenal et 0900 on

the 19th,

LST's 117, 118, 219 and 220 were at Tetere Beech, Guadalcanal,
under orders of ComTransGroupThreePifthPhib loadinc Third llerine Division
equipment, LST 117 was to complete loading and return to Purvis Baey area
that day.

The USS SWALLOW went aground in Send Fly Passage and was pulled
clear by ATK 45. 8She proceeded under own power as no damege resulted.

Comender L.S.T. Ilotilla 5 was at his Lyons Point headquarters,

Commander L.S,T. Group 38 was enroute Lyons Point from training
exercises off Guadalcanal,

Commender L.3,T. Group 15 (aboard LST 269) and Conmender L.B4'Ts
Group 13 were participating in training exercises off Guadalcanal with the
following LST's in company. 78, 243, 270, 477, 479, 481 and 482,

LST's 38, 41, 70, 122, 123, 125, 207, 220, 221, 227, 241, 247,
R76, 343, 398, 399, 46, W47, 449, 478 and 488 were in the Tulegi-Purvis
Bay area, LST 446 received orders to proceed to Tassaferonga Beach, Guadal=-
canal, to loed ammunition for the 22nd llarine Tank Compeny; then to top off
with drummed fuel and vehicles at Kukum Beach, Guadelcanal, IST 36 loaded
crawler crane at Tulagl and tonped off with fuel. L8T's 124, 207, 343 and
399 and 488 were ordered to report to ComTransGroupThreeFifthPhib at Tetere
Beach, Guadalcanal, at 1600 for duty.

LsT's 117 and 219 were loading at Tetere Beach, Guadalcanal,
LST's 118 and 269 were at Guadalcanal,

LST 476 was coupleting installation of pontoons at Russells
Islends,

Word was received that 18 fire-righting pumps would arrive on the
20th on the 83 BLIGIUN VICTORY at Purvis Bay. These would materially aild
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19 MAY 1944 (continued)

the fire-fighting effediveness of the vessels of this command,

SC 504 was ordered to report to ComTransGroupThreellfthPhib at
Tetere Beach, Guadalcanal for duty.

20 MAY 1944
Commander L.S.T. Flotille 5 was at Lyons Polnt headquarters.,

Coumeander L.3.,T, Group 13 was participating in training exercises
off Guedalcenal with L8T's 78, 243, 270 and 481l in company.,
Commander L,S.T. Group 15 was at Lyons Point.

Conmander L.S.T. Group 38 was at Lyons Point., During the day he
attended a conference with CTG 53.4 aboerd the USS ZEILII,

S871g 38, U1, 70, 118, 122, 123,219, 220, 221, 227; ”47, 398,
L7, 449, 476, 477, 478, 479 and 482 were in the Tulagl-Purvis Bay area.

LT 38 topped off with water at Purvis Bay and loaded ammunition
from Purvis ammunition barge; then orders were received for her to report
to Kukum Beach, Guadalcanal on 22nd, LST's 70, 123, 241 arrived Tetere
Beach, Guadalcanal, at 1200 for duty with ComTransGroupThreefifthPhib,

IS8T 117 was still at Tetere Beach, Guadalcanal, completing
loading.,

LST's 125, 207, 241, 269, 276, 343, 399, 466 and 488 were at
Guedelcanal,

USS AGENOR reported for duty with this commend.

SC 1326 was granted availability alongside Usw FROMETHEUS until
22 Mey.

21 b

Commander L.S.T, Flotilla 5 was at Lyons Point,

Cormenders I.S.T. Groups 13, 15 and 38 were at Lyons Point. ;KD
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21 MAY 1944 (continued)

ESTrea38, L1, 76, M7, Y18, 122, 219, 220, 2145 227, 243, 247,
270, 398, 447, LLO, 477, 478, L79, 481 end 482 were in the Tulagi-Purvis
Bay area,

LST's 117, 118, 219, 220, 247, 449, 269 and LL47 proceeded to
Tetere Beach, Guadalcanal Tor duty with ComTransGroupThreelifthPhib,
LsT's 70, 123, 125, 207, 241, 269, 276, 343, 399, L46 and 438 were at
Guadalcanal., Beginning at 0900 troops were loaded aboard these ships to
participate in training exercises,

A conference was held aboard the USS APPALACIIAN from 0630 to
1600 preparatory to beginning training exercises of Tasgk Groups 53,16 and
53.17. Conference was attended by Commender L,.,S.T. Flotilla 5 and verious
staff officers,

USS STEMBEL and USS BLACK reported to this command for duty.

Two distilletion units were reguested to be put aboard the LST
476 since she was to serve as a tender ship at the scene of action on
coning operations.

Word wes received that LST's 39 and 353 were destroyed by fire
in Pearl Herbor while loading ammunktion, These ships were with Group 14
under temporary command FifthamphiblousForeces., The cause of fire was not
known at that time,

22 1AY 1944

Coumender IL.,S.,T, Flotilla 5 was on the USS STEMBEL with Comiender
L.3.T, Group 15 on LST 488, and were in training off Guadelcanal, The
followinz LST's were in company: LST 117, 118, 123, 125, 207, 219, 220,
241, 247, 269, 343, 399, 447, 449 and 488,

comenders of L.S.T, Groups 13 and 38 were at Lyons Point,

The following ships were in the Tulagi=Purvis Bay area, LST's
38, 41, 78, 122, 221, 227, 243, 270, 276, 398, LL6y 477, 478, 479, 481 end
4,82, IST's 227, 221, 38 and 122 proceeded to Kukum Beach, Guadalcanal to
load at 1200, then to Doma Cove to complete loading with amphibious vehicles
and troops, IST 227 while loading hed trouble with elevator foundetion,
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22 MAY 1944 (continued)

which buckled, thus throwing it out of line., The USS AGLEINOR was sent to
make repairs. lalcanal, to
load, then shifted to Doma Cove to top off with emphiblous vehicles and

troops.,

LST's 479 end 482 proceeded to Tetere Beach, Guadalcenal and
loaded amphibious vehicles.

IS8T 476 was at Guadalcanal,

USS BLACK requested 48 hours avellability immedlately upon com-
pletion of tralning nrogram.

23 MAY 19LL

Commander L.S.T. Flotilla 5 embarked in the USS STEMBEL, end
Commender ‘I.,8,Ts Group 15 in IST 488, with IST's 70, 117, 118, 123, 125,
207, 219, 220, 241, 247, 269, 343, 399, 447, 449 end 488 were off Guadal-
canal, IST's jolned with ICI(G)'s, SC's, PC's, YMS's, AN's, AGINOR and
STEMBEL forming Task Group 53.16, They got underway in the afternoon of
22 May from Guadalcanal and proceeded out to sea in the Santa Isabel
Islands - Russells Islands area., There they maneuvered and proceeded to
meke an assimileted attack and beaching on Guadalcanal in the Doma Cove =
Cape Esperance area at deybreak 23 liay. This was a dress rehearsal of
the big event to come off later., The bombardment group composed of the
BB! 8t ~-PENNSYLVANIA, IDAHO, NEW IEXICO; CL's:-HONOLULU, ST. LOUIS,
MONTPELIER and CLEVELAND, -shelled the beach, while alrcraft effectively
bombed enemy positions, As the combined Task CGroups moved in Task Group
53,16 deployed into positlion ahead of the transports, The LCI(G)'s were
gent in to launch thelr rockets to clear the beach, Immedlately follow=-
ing were LVT's with attack Marines from LST's and boat loads of lMarines
from the transports, Thus the assimilated attack was made and the beach=
head established,

Ccommender L,S,T. Group 13 in ILST 446 and Commander L.S.T. 38
in USs BLACK, with LST's 38, 41, 78, 122, 221, 221, 227, 243, 270, 276,
L76, 477, 478, 479, 48L, 482 and 446 joined up with LCI(G)'s, SC's, PC's,
nists, and APe 46 to form Task Group 53.17. This Task Group got underway
in the afternoon to do identically the same type of meneuvers as Task

s >+
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23 1AY 1944 @Continued)
Group 53.16 did the preceding dey and the morning of the 23rd,

After rehearsal final cergo loading was made and ILST's de-
parted Guadalcanal area for Port Purvls area, There repair facilities
had been set up at Carter City for LVT's DUKWS, and otier types of
amphibious vehicles, These vehicles were sent ashore and repeirs were
effected with LCRU #1 giving assistant to llarine personnel,

After meneuvers LST 269 was ordered to Iunge Beach, Guadalcanal,
where a radar trailer was loaded on top deck by crane under ARGUS super-
vision. This truck was too large to be loaded via the elevator,

IS8T 398 was alerted for uovevc1t to the Marshall Islands, She
wes immediately given orders for provisioning, watering, and fueling and
placed on four hours notice,

RL MAY 1944

Commander L.8.,T, Flotilla 5 wag at his Lyons Point headquarters.
During the day he conducted a conference of all comnending officers of
Task Group 53.16.

Commander L.s. o Group 15 was aboard LST 4uo at Guedalcanal
gupervising loading L T's.

commendeers L.S.T, Groups 13 (aboard LST 446) end 38 (aboard
Uss BLACL), were in trelning off Guadalcanal with LST's 38, L1, 78, 122,
221, ;..,.7 2}4,3, )70 /76 /p/6 1176 1;.77, 1+78, /].79, ,y'dl, l{-gg and 1;88 il’l
company., This group was nahin an assimilated beachhead attack similar
to the one made by Task Group 53 16 on the preceding day. LST 41 went
aground at Tassaferonga Beach, Guadalcanal, and was pulled free by tugs.

It wes decided that barrage ballong would not be used on LST's
in next operation., CTF 31, re'uested permission to disband LST Barrage
Balloon Unit, Bquipnent was to be transferred to Conmender Navel Bases
Forward Area and personnel absgorbed by Comuander Landing Craft Flotillas,

South Pacific,

LST's 70 AR8, 123, 125, 207» 241, 269, Bk3, 399, L7 449 end
4,88 were at Guadelvanal completing loading. ;l
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24 MAY 194k (continued)
ILsT's 117, 219, 220 and 398 were in the Tulagi-Purvis Bay area.
25 MAY 194k

commender L.S.T, Flotilla 5 was at His Lyons Point headquarters.
At 0900 he attended a conference aboard the USS PATLACHTAN, flagship of
CTP 53,

Commander L.S.T, Group 15 attended a conference aboard the USS
ZEILIN,

commender L.S.T., Group 13 (aboard LST 446), and Commander IL.S.T.
38 (aboard L3T 243), were participating in training exercises with LSTts
SR AL T8 1BE ) Al BT AT, BTG RTE, L6, LTT, LTB, K79, %81, 182, 1
company .

IST's 118, 125, 241, 398, 399 were at Guadalcanal,
26 VAY 194k

Commander, L.S.T. Flotilla 5, was at Lyons Point,
Commeanders, L.S,T, Groups 13, 15 and 38 were at Lyons Point.

All LST's were in the Tulagl-Purvis Bay area, with the exception
of LST 269, which was at Guadalcanal loading pontoon gear, LST's 343, 399,
125, 449, 220, 70 247, 488, 241 and 219 completed final provisioning at
Tulagi.,

150 seamen were requested from CommanderPifthAmphlbiousPorce to
£111l reguirements of Central Pacific LST's for Task Group 53,17, These
were requested to be made avallable at the staging point 1f they were not
available in the forward area.

18T 488 and LST 446 were designated as hospltal evacuation ships
for Task Groups 53.16 and 53.17.

187Trs were ordered to start loadlng troops not later then 1000
on 31 lMay. All L3T's were ordered to anchor off Tetere Beach, Guadalcanal,
at that time, or earlier if convenience. L*
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Seventy-five percent (75%) of remaining IST spare parts in area,
and also quantities of spares as indicated in RepformaintPurvis for ship
types in operation were loaded aboard the USS AGLICR.

R7 MAY 194

Cormander L.S.T. Flotilla 5 was at his Lyons Point headquarters,

Comuender L.S,T. Groups 13, 15, were at Lyons Point,
Commeander L.S3.T. Group 38 was aboard LST 243,

All IST's were in the Tulagl-Purvis Bay area, except LST 269
which was at Guadalcanal,

LST 38, 41, 78, 118, 482, 207, 446, 476, 481, 270, topped off
with provisions from Tulagl.,

LST's 71 and 334 were placed in Defense Group No. 2, under CTT
51. along wlth other IST's of Central Pucific Force carrying LCT's and
gide-carry equipment.

Word was received that 150 seamen would be aveileble at the stag-
ing point for ILST's needing them,

A conference was held aboard the USS APPALACHIAN (CTF 53. flag-
ship) at 1330 for all communication officers of the staffs of the various
Task Groups and Task Unlts participaving in this operation,

28 MAY 1O4L

Commander L.S.T, Flotilla 5 was at Lyons Point.,

Commnanders L.S.T. Groups 13, 15 and 38 were at ILyons Point,

All 187's were in the Tulagl-Purvis Buy area.

LST's 243, 227, 276, A7, 477, 478 and 478 topped off with pro=-
visions,

\ IST 343 was alongside the USS PROVETHEUS in Gavutu. Herbor for
installation of radar equipment.
L 35
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28 1AY 1944 (continued)

ComTransGroupThirdPhib reguested that one LST be designated to
act as tender, fleet post office, and fuel and water storage craft for
small oraft at objective., IS8T 476 of Task Group 53.17 was designated.

LST's of Task Group 53.17 were requested to commence final load-
Ing on afternoon of the 30th since they had more gear to put aboard than
the LST!'s of Task Group 53.16,

29 NAY 194L

Commander L.S,T. Flotilla 5 was at Lyons Point., During the day
he attended a conference aboard the DUPAGH (fla ship of CTG 53.2) Lor
final planning of the attack on the eneny.

Commanders L.S.T, Groups 13, 15 and 38 were at Lyons Point,

All 1LST's were in the Tulagi-Purvis Bay area, LST 78 was put
in floating dry doeck in Purvis Bay to make vital repairs uO shaft and
propeller, prected time of completion was noon the 30th.

Lt. Gadd of Stalf of ComGroupThreerifthPhib held conference with
officers' and OPOs' of 1039 CB Detachment unit, attached to each ship
carrying pontoon and propulsion unitsg relative care and naintenance of
this equipment, ;

A mass meeting of all communications officers of Task Groups
53,16 and 53,17 was held in the lobby of the Iron Bottom Begy Officers!
Club for discussion of conmunica tion problens likely to be encountered
durling the operation,

All YMS's and all ICI's of Task Croup 53.16 obtained final
provisions at Tulegl.

30 MAY 1944

commender L.S5,Ts Flotllla 5 at Lyons Point headquarters.

Comnenders L.S.,T, Groups 13, 15 and 38 were at Lyons Point,

Al) 18T's were in the Purvis Bay-Tulagi area,

26- | 2o
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30 IAY 1944 (continued)

Meetings were held for all Commending Officers of Task Groups
53416 and 53.17 at TFlotille headquarters end Iron Bottom Bay Offlcers!
Club, Lyons Point, Florida Island., 'his was to cover last minute instruc-
tions to vessels and any questions which were to be taken care of then,
This, too, provided for last minute delivery of GUARD MAIL,

.All LCI's of Task Group 53,17, plug all 8C's and PC's of both
groups, with ALOE, HOLLY, APACHE, LIPAN, took on final provislons prior
departure,

PCts 1125 and 549 picked up last minute operation ordefs from
CouGroupThreelirfthPhib on the USS APPALACHIAN and delivered to vessels of
Task Groups 53.16 and 53,17,

A réequest was mede for 23 radiomen to be flown to the stegling
point for further distribution to ships of Task Groups 53,16 and 53.17.

IsTts 24, 172, 340 and 406 will no longer he currled on uus T0ll
of L.S.,T, Flotilla 5 war dlary until they rebort to this command for duty.
It is the understanding of this command that they are attached for duty to
other Flotillas at present.

LST 39 and 353 are removed from our war diary orgenization since
they were completely destroyed by fire at Pearl Harbor on 21 Mey 1944.

LsT 342 will no longer be carried in the organizetion. The for=-
ward half of LST 342 was turned over to RepformeintPurvis to be used as a
fleet warehouse for spare parts, This ship was stricken from the record
a year ago following its being torpedoed by an enemy submarine,

comAlrsoPac was requested to have Seaplane Base, Halavo,
Florida Island, conduct & three plane anti~-submarine sweep along course
prescribed for Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17,

commender L.S.7, Flotille 5 shifted his peunnant to the U.S.8.
STEIBEL (DD64L) as of 31 May., His aduinistrative staff shifted to IST
343, The ships of his comumend were transferred to ComGroupThreeFifthPhib
for temporary duty.

Thus, Captain G. B. Carter, Commuander L.S.T. Flotilla 5, had
completed the month of preparation and now was the time for actlon., He

-27- | PV 27
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30 VAY 194) (continued)

was pleased with the cooperation from the 80 some ships which he had to
prepare and ready for tomorrow, the ANCHORS AWEIGH date., The cooperation
received from Commander Naval Bases Forward Area, Comnender Naval Base
Tulagl, and the varilous commands of Task Iorce 53, together with various
other units was more than gratifying. Now all was complete - ships were
all repaired and in tiptop shape, the new weapons and facilities for the
attack had been added, fueling and provisioning was complete; personnel
complement of the ships had been provided for; Cire-fighting equipment

and smoke making equipment were all in place; radio and radar installations
were complete; combat equipped boats were swinging from davits. Now all
that remained was to lift the mud hooks and be on thelr way., It was with
.pride that Captein G. B, Carter turned this fleet of ships over to

ComGroupThreellifthPhib to set gall on the following dey to meet the little
men of the Rising Sun,

Copy to:
Cincpac,
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The Commander, L,S,T, Flotilla Five,
The Commander=in=Chief, United States Fleet,
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War Diary from OOOL Love, 31 May, 1944, to 2400 King,
30 June, 1944,

206 8 61

FLOTILLA ORGANIZATION

Commander LST Flotilla Five Captain G, B, Carter, USN,

LST GROUP THIRTEEN

$Commander LST Group Thirteen Conmander R, W, Cutler, USIR,

LST DIVISION 25 LST DIVISION 26

" $IST 446 - Lte G, P, Shaw, USNR, #IST 339 = Lts J, Js Croft, USNR,
¢LST 447 - Lt. R, Pekelder, USNR, %LST 395 = Lt, A, C, Forbes, USNR,
¢LST 449 = Lt, H, G, Parlier, USN, BLST 397 = Lt, W, R, Hiteh, USN,
9LST L60 = Lt, He E Robinson, Jr,, USNR, #LST 398 = Lt, R, J, Kemmer, USNR,
4LST 472 = Lt, W, O, Talley, USN,

LST GROUP FOURTEEN
@Commander LST Group Fourteen Commander R, W, Lajeunesse, USN,

LST DIVISION 27 IST DIVISION 28
@LST 166 = Lt, F, D, Bradley, USCG, @LST 71 - Lt, Comdr, F, E, Miner,

@LST 334 = Lt, Jo L, Reed, USNR, , USCGR,
QLST 341 = Lt, S, Epstein, USNR, ¢LST 207 = Lt, H, S, Ingalls, USCCR,
@LST 390 = Lt, J. M, Edinburg, USNR, @LST 35l = Lt, W, A, Henry, USN,
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1ST GROUP FIFTEEN
¢Commander LST Group Fifteen Commander V, K, Busck, USN,

LST DIVISION 29 LST DIVISION 30
@LST 120 = Lt, J, F, Conlon, USNR, @LST 4O - Lt, W, Hes Farmer, USN,

¢LST 343 = Lt, H, H, Rightmeyer, USN, ¢LST 70 = Lt, Cmdr, Pollock, USCGR,
¢LST 399 = It, J, M, Wiesenthal, USNR, ¢LST 123 = Lt, W, Byron, USN,

@LST 485 = Lt, H, F, Breimyer, USNR, @LST 124 = Lt, W, A, Bartos, USN,
@LST 488 - Lt, G, E, Scott, USNR, $LST 325 = Lt, W, Re Tenney, USNR,

LST GROUP FORTY

LST DIVISION 79

¢LST 117 - Lt, S, Pras, USN,

¢LST 118 = Lt, C, W, Lundberg, USN,
¢LST 219 = It, R, Collier, USNR,
¢LST 220 = Lt, C, Jo Goode, USNR,.
¢LST 247 = Lt, E, V., Converse, USNR,
@LST 269 - Lt, Vo T, Finch, USNR,.

Notes
# = Purvis Bay area of Florida Island, British Solomon Islands t’: under

operational cantrol of CTG 31,1, Rear Admiral G, H, Fort, Commander

Landing Craft Flotillas South Pacific,

@ - On temporary duty with Central Pacific Force, Task Force Fifty-one,

$ = Operating with Task Group 53,17 under Commander E, A, McFall, Commander
R, W, Cutler, Commnder, LST Group Thirteen, was in LST AL6 in charge of
the sixteen LST's of Task Group 53,17,

% = On temporary duty with Southwest Pacific force,

¢ = Operating with Task Groui 53,16 with Commander, IST Flotilla Five,as
Commander Task Group 53,16
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War Diary fram OOOL Love, 31 May, 1944, to 2400 King,
30 June, 1944,

TASK ORGANIZATION

Commander=-in=Chief, U, S, Fleet Admiral Ernest J, King, USN,
Commander=in=Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN,
Commander Fifth Fleet Admiral R, A, Spruance, USN,
Commander Fifth Amphibious Force (CTF 51) Vice Admiral R, K. Turner, USN,
Commander Group Three-~Fifth Amphibious

Force (CTF 53) Rear Admiral R, L, Conolly, USN,
Commander Task Group 53,2 (COMTRANS

GROUP THIRD PHIB) Rear Admiral L, F, Reifsnider, USN,
Commander Task Group 53,3 (COMTRANSDIV 24) Captain P, Buchanan, USN,
Commander Task Group 53,16 (COMLSTFIOT 5) Captain G, B, Carter, USN,

INTRODWC TION 10 OPERATIONS

LST Flotilla Five was not operating as a flotilla but was divided among
various task groups for the attacks on the enemy, The various areas are
designated on pages one amd two of this diary,

In accordance with orders from Commander Task Force 53 and proceeding as
ordered by his Operation Plan Alé2=44 and Movement Plan Alé3=iL, Task Group
53,16 got underway enroute Kwajalein Atoll- of Marshall Islands in Navy convoy
from Guadalcanal Island, British Solomon Islands, passing through Lengo Channel,
which was the channel of approach for LST Flotilla Five nearly one year ago,

Communications were in keeping with Annex "E" of Commander Task Force 53
Operation Plan Alé2-4L and CENTCOM TWO, All times mentioned in this report
will be regarded as "Love" (=11) time or "King" (=10) time, The beginning

will be "Love" time and mention will be made when "King" time comes into effect,

3|
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This report includes the following:

Ao

B,

C.

D

Getting underway and passage to Kwajalein,
Final preparations at Kwajalein,
Passage to Guam,

Logistic Data on LST's,

Action reports will be submitted by each command and ship involved, These
as well as the war diaries of each command and ship will contain further

detailed

Commander

Fla

information,

COMPOSITION AND CRUISING FORMATION OF TASK GROUP 53,16

Task Group 53,16 Captain G, B, Carter, USN,

gship and guide = U,S,S, Stembel (DDé4k = Commander W, L, Tagg)

Composition of main body of Task Group 53,16 in actual convoy
formation (distance and interval between units 500 yards):

1CI

(@) 1ST Ls? IsT  1s?  ILcI(G)

L6k 117 70 125 488 466

465
468

LT 219 269 241 467
207 247 399 343 469

471 123 18 220 Lh9 472

U,S,S, Agenor U,S,S, Aloe U,S,S, Holly 473

~i
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War Diary from 0001 Love, 31 May, 19 44, to 2400 King,
30 June, 1944,

Commander Screen Group, Task Group 53,16 = Comuander W, L, Tagg, USN, (Aboard
UsSeSs Stembel),

Screen Group composition: SC 1273
PC 549 SC 727
PC 555 s 136
PC 1125 YMS 184
SC 504 mws 195
SC 521 s 216
SC 667 s 237
SC T4 S 242

These vessels along with U,S,S, Stembel (DDé4k) served as an anti=
submarine screen which circled the main body formation of Task Group
53,16, The U,S.S5., Stembel took the air and surface search radar guard
for the Task Group, Its station was 8000 yards ahead of the convoy,
The remaining vessels formed a screening circle with a 5000 yard radius
around the convoy,

Sun rise and sunset submarine alerts were held each day while underway
with all hands at general quarters from one-half hour before sunrise to
sunrise and from sunset to camplete darkness,

ADDITIONAL CONVOY INFORMATION

Task Group 53,16 was followed at an average interval of ten miles by Task Group
53,17 forming another unit of the convoy, This unit was also under the tactical
control of Commander Task Group 53,16, who was OTC of the convoy, Task Group
53,17 was composed as follows:
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Commander Task Group 53,17 Commander E, A, McFall, USN,
Flagship amd guide - U,S,S, Black (DD666)

LST 446 1CI(G) 442
Al 366
78 437
122 450
38 365
221 439
27 A
476 LTl

477 475
478 S 281

479 ; 260
481 266
482 241
243 270
270 272
276 SC 1319
PC 1126 1325
1127 1326
1136 ‘ 1328
APC 46 :

In addition the following Naval commands were included in the convoy:

Commander Task Unit 53,3.6 (aboard LST 488) Commander V, K, Busck, USN,
Commander Task Unit 53.3.7 ée.boa.rd +S,S, Stembel) = Captain G, B, Carter, USN,
Commander Task Unit 53,3,8 (aboard LCI 466) Lt, Commander ¥/, R, McCaleb, USN,
Commander Task Unit 53.4.4 Eaboard LsT “’63 Commander R, W, Cutler, USN,
Commander Task Unit 53.4.6 (aboard ICI 365 Lieutenunt H, P, Rabenstein, USNR,

-6

34
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PART nAw

GETTING UNDERWAY AND PASSAGE TO KWAJALEIN
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War Diary from OO0l Love, 31 May, 1944, to 2400 King,
30 June, 1944,

Commander, LST Flotilla Five, was at his headquarters at
Lyons Point, Florida Island,

Commarder, LST Flotilla Five, moved his personal effects
aboard the U,S,S, Stembel (DDé44), which was to be the
flagship for Commander Task Group 53,16, The following
officers of the staff accompanied him: C, E, Tweedle, Lieut,

Commander, Operations Officer; R, F, Barnes, Lieut, (jg) and
L, V. Scott, Lieut, (Jjg), Communications Officers; Ensign

L, G, Cogswell, Flag Secretary, Also accompanying him were
six enlisted men of the staff, The remainder of his staff
were aboard various LST's of Task Group 53,16 and Task

Group 53,17,

Commander, LST Group Thirteep,with staff embarked in LST
L6 of Task Group 53,1%.

Comuander, LST Group Fifteen, with staff embarked in LST
488 of Task Group 53,16,

LST's were anchored off Guadalcanal loaded to the brim with
Marines, mobile equipment, ammunition, fuel, rations, and

other implements necessary to fight the enemy and regain the
once U,S, owned territory which was to be our objective,

Commander, IST Flotilla Five, now operating as Commander Task
Group 53,16, in U,S,5, Stembel departed Purvis Bay, the "Home

Sweet Home!" of LST Flotilla Five since the early occupation of

Guadalcanal, As the flagship stood out for Guadalcanal, messages
were received visually from activities with whom the flotilla had
been associated with in the past year wishing the flotilla quote

Carloads of Luck unquote, The flagship's departure had been
delayed by LCI 437 which had gone aground in the Purvis Bay area
and was pulled off by the U.,S,S, Grapple, 3 L

re
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31 lay, 1 cont

The flagship arrived off Tetere Beach, Guadalcanal, where
LST's of Flotilla Five and the rest of the ships of Task
Group 53,16 were anchored, Task Group 53,17 was anchored
off Tassafaronga Beach, Guadalcanal, CTG 53,16 paid his
farewell respects to Commander Task Group 31,1, Rear Admiral
G, H, Fort, and then made an ofiicial call to the U.S. S
DuPage, the flagship for Commander Task Group 53.3, Captain
P, Buchanan,

Iast minute detalls were checked to see if all were ready,
The Commodore asked Commander ICI(G) Group 37, "Did you get
all your rockets", The reply was "affirmative',

CTG 53,17 reported that his ships were all set and ready to
get underway, LCI 437 was just arriving,

CTG 53,16 again warned against use of voice cammunications,
All ships of Task Group 53,16 and 53,17 had been equipped

with SCR 608 and 610 voice radios, They were quite a
novelty and signaluen became lazy and thus the radio traffic

became abundant, The Task Group Commander advised them thuslys:
"There has been far too much non-essential voice communication

in these task groups, This practice will cease, Voice com=
munication must be limited to emergency and highly important
transmissions, Vessels are especially cautioned for reisons
of security to make minimum use of voice transmissions between
hours of 1100 and 1400,"
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lLast minute officer messenger and guard mail was received
aboard the flagship for distribution,

Task Group 53,16 got underway forming up in accordance with
CTG 53,16 Sortie Plan which placed the sixteen LST's in two
columns of eight each followed by the ALOE and AGENOR in one

column and HOLLY in the other, The nine LCI's formed two

columns immediately astern of the net tenders, The SC's, YMS's
and PC's formed an outer ring of defense around the Task Group,
PC 555 ranged 500 yards ahead of formation and the U.S.5., STENBEL
preceeded the FC by 500 yards,

A course was set to take the Task Group through Lengo Channel
to open sea and ultimately to Kwajalein Atoll of the Marshall
Islands, the staging point for operations to follow,

SC 724 reported that their pharmacist mate was missing from
ship, It urgently requested replacement at staging point,

LST's of both Task Groups received the following congratulatory
messages: "You did a swell job on loading your-ships, Nice
work, Captain Carter,"

The convoy position was lLat, 09°00' S,; Long, 160°31,5t E,

Thus LST Flotilla Five rode out into the setting sun to meet
the forces of the Rising Sun again,

1 June, 1944
Steaming on course 349(T) at nine knots enroute Kwajalein from
Guadalcanal Island, was Captain G, B, Carter, CTG 53,16, in U,8.8.

STE/BEL (DDé4L), This ship was ranging 1000 yards ahead of Task
Group 53,16 and Task Group 53,17 was ten miles astern of Task

Group 53,16,
=10
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1 June, 1944 (cort,)

Radar contact was made on Gower Island bearing 043°(T) distance
15 miles,

Morning found the U,S5,5., ALOE out of position, It reported:
"did not receive the word on course change during the night.,

Will increase speed to 1l knots to regain position,"

Always eager to increase the accuracy of the gunners of his
Task Group, the Task Group Comrander arranged for an A.i,
shbot at 0800, He gave the [ollowing visual message to the
group, "At 0800 be prepared to participate in A,A, shoot with
machine guns at modified "tare" runs by Navy Maruader, painted
yellow, towing sleeves with length of towline up to 7600 feet,
e w:l.li retain present fommation, Take best advantage of

target with due regards to safety of towing plane and other
ships in formetion,"

Position Lat, 07°13' 5,3 Long, 160°17,5!' &,
Changed speed to 9.5 knots,

PC 549 was engaged in passing important officer messenger mail
received on board at Guadalcanal, All ships were urged to aid
here as she came alongside,

Changed course to 025°(T), Conducted gunnery practice at
plane towed sleeves, Three planes were employed, Task Group
53,17 exercised simultaneously at gunnery practice,

Ceased gunnery practice, Results were fair but given a "baddit!
for a target, the results will be more than satisfactory as
shown by previous encounters and flags painted on the bridges of
warious LST!'s,

~1l=

K
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1 June, 1944 (con'_c,.)

Went from "Sortie" formation into "Cruising" formetion #l
described on page five of this report,

Position Lat, 06°39,51 S,; Long, 160°26,5' E,

The afternoon was spent in transfering officer messenger mail
to various ships, PC 1125 and PC 549 were designated as mail
boats, Mail was divided and instructions given to them to
deliver the important "messages to Garcia" aboard designated
ships,

The flagship closed the U,S.S. BLACK, flagship for CTG 53,17,
and last minute problems were discussed between Task Group
Commanders,

Position Lat, 05°33' S.; Long, 160°58! E,

The day was cloudy and the tropiéal heat was subdued by
intermittent rain showers,

2 June, 1944

The convoy was steaming on course 025°(T) at nine knots speed,
Task Group 53,17 was approximately ten miles astern,

Changed base course to 028°(T), Position Lat, 03°48,5' S.;
long, 161°27! E,

The screen which did not rotate when last course change was
made rotated at this time using 028°(T) as the axis,
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2 June, 194k (cont,)

1CI 469 reported receiver trouble on SCR radio, Steps were
taken to place another-set aboard from LST 488,

LST 241 reported bad fuel which caused ship to smoke excessively,

The Task Group Commander requested infomation from Commander
Task Unit 53.3.6 on which LST's are short of smoke making
equipment,

Began delivery of mail to LCI's of starbeard column,

IST 449 sheered sharply out of column, This movement caused by
failure of steering gear, Ship's personnel attempted to repair
it, It requested to stay behind formation until repairs were

effected, It reported that the electrical and hydraulic systems

worked O, K, separately tut could not be coordinated,

Mail was again given to the two PC mail boats for delivery,

Position Lat, 03°17,5' S.; Long, 161°45' B,

Ships were exercised in tactical drill, "Deploy Charlie', This
is the attack formation which the ships will assume when they
have arrived at thelr destination and are ready to strike at the
enemy,

CTU 53,3.,6 reported all LST's of Task Group 53,16 had smoke
making equipment aboard,

1CI(G) 365 of Task Group53,17 reported TCS radio trouble,

=13=
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2 June, 194 (cont,)

LST 219 opened upon voice radio, The Commodore requested the

reason for breaking radio silence, The ship admitted an
absolute disregard of orders and stated that it would not happen
again,

The Personnel Officer, aboard LST 447, was advised that three
radiomen were to be placed aboard APc 46 at staging point,

Completed the "Deploy Charlie' exercises,

LST 269 reported clutch to starboard engine was out and repairs
to same were proceeding, Repalrs were effected in one hour,
LST 449 was still having steering trouble and had to remain
astern of formmation, A repair party from the U,S, S, AGENOR
was put aboard the LST by small boat, The AGENOR remained
behind to assist as needed, MS's 195 and 216 also remained
to provide screen for these ships,

The U,S,8, BLACK was contacted visually, CTG 53,17 reported
that he had mail for this command and would close STEMBEL to=
morrow to effect delivery,

LST 449 had completed repairs and it, with the AGENOR and the
two YMS's for escorts, was proceeding to take position in convoy,

They were 22,000 yards behind,

A1l ICI(G)'s were instructed to paint the hull number of ship
higher up on the bow and make it larger so it could be easily

seen,
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Position Iat, 02°16' S,; Longs 162°13,9' E,

liost of the afternoon was cloudy with intermittent showers,
The sea was rough, caused by high winds and heavy ground swells,
Many of the Marine troops aboard LST's found the rail a coamfort-

able and convenient place to stay,

3 June, 1944
The base course of Task Group 53,16 was 028°(T) and_speed nine
knots, Task Group 53,17 was astern with an interval of approxi=-
metely ten miles between the two groups,

LST 449, AGENOR, and their YMS escorts were still not in formation,
The LST was again having steering gear trouble,

LST 247 turned out of column and headed into open water to lash
dovn a boat which had broken loose in the rough sea, They soon
regained position, ;

Position Iat, 00°40! S,; Long, 163°05.5! E,

LCI's requested permission to go alongside LST 123 to get fresh
bread,

Changed speed to eight knots to allow the AGENOR to regain station,

Lt, Stroud, (MC), was transferred fram LST 488 to LST 219 to
perform an emergency appendectomy,

~15m=
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3 June, 1944 (cont,)

LST 479 of Task Group 53,17 reported losing a LCPR boat in the
heavy sea early in the morning, All LST's were busy securing
deck cargo,

Passed officer messenger mail to the U,S,S, BLACK and received
mail in return from her,

The straggling ships, LST 449, AGENOR, and YMS escorts, resumed
station and nine knot speed was resumed,

Again old LST 449 started going in circles, She went to hand
’steering.

Position Lat, 00%08!'S,; Long, 163°22,5' E,
LST 449 requested assistance from AGENOR to repair steering gear,

UsS:S, AGENOR was ordered to stream boat and send necessary repair
party and material to LST 449 where party was to remain until
repairs were effected, Boat returned to AGENOR and both ships

got underway,

IST 123 donated eighty loaves of bread to any of the small craft
vwho.were in need,

Officer messenger mail was again passed to the mail PC's for
further delivery to other ships.,

PC 549 requested permission to test fire (50 calibre gun,
Permission granted,
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3 June, 1944 (cont,)

Closed U,S,S, BLACK to pass guard mail, BLACK reported that
1CI 365 had defective radio set,

Lt, Nolan on LST 488 was requested to have LCI's close LST

and demonstrate fire pumps, All LCI's complied satisfactorily
with the exception of 469, 473 and 466, CTG 53,17 was requested
to arrange a similar demonstration,

LST 117 reported a breakdown of one engine, Ingine was repaired
in less than one hour,

YIS 195 reported failure of sound gear, Ship's force attempted
to repair,

W

Position Lat, 00°53,5' N,; Long, 163°59! E,

, |k June, 194

Task Group 53,16 was on course 028°(T) at speed of nine knots,.
Task Group 53,17 was twelve miles astern,

Fueling and watering of YMS craft begin, The following craft
received from the ships listed opposite:

s 136 UsS.S, #GENOR
s 195 LST 220
s 237 LST 343
s 242 LST 241

LST 449 still having steering trouble, The repair party
reports that they are unable to find difficulty as everything

seemed in order,
=17 l I S
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LCT (=11 4 June, 1944 gcont.z

0708 YIS 237 reported that it had 4,000 gallons of fuel aboard and
daily consumption was 500 gallons per day,

0800 Position Lat, 02°25,5!' N,; Long, 1&4°4L7! E,
Fueling completed,

Task Group 53,16 received the following visual: "Expect
to conduct "Deploy Charlie" exercises at 1000, Do not intend
to use voice radio but flag hoist instead,",

LCI 466 reports it is ready to demonstrate fire-gighting
equipment,

LCI 466 was testing her fire-fighting equipment off starboard
beam of flagship, The LCI closed the STHENMBEL to extinguish an
imaginary fire on the forecastle, The ICI came too close and
crashed into the destroyer carrying away the starboard motor
whaleboat, The LCI suffered slight damage to three rocket
launchers, one gun sight and small handy billy, The boat from
the STEVBEL did not sink and was retrieved from shark infested
waters, A number of large sharks were present at the scene of
fhe accident immediately after occurence, Upon inspection it
was discovered that the boat had a broken stem, keel broken in
two places, and the engine and batteries ruined from being sub=
merged in salt water, This cancelled the previously arranged
"Depley Charlie! exercises,

The damaged boat was secured and the Stembel resumed position,

Position Lat, 02°50,6' N,; Longs 165°02,5' E,

=18=
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4 June, 1944 gcont,l

Task Group 53,16 formed up into cruising formation '"Charlie
Two", The screen moved into 2000 yards instead of the usual
5000 yards,

?

Fueling and watering of the two remaining YMS began with
operations as followss

S 184 from U,S.S, AGENOR
S 216 from LST 449

Doctor from LST 220 was sent aboard HOLLY by SC to tend patient
needing immediate medical attention,

_Instructions were passed by Commander of the Screening Group
to SC's for disposition of screening Wessels during SC fueling
period on fifth,

Fueling of remaining YMS completed,

IST 449 announced they were "ready for business'", repairs having
been completed and requested permission to rejoin formation,

Permission granted,

Task Group 53.16 was exercising at tactical maneuver, "Deploy
Charlie",

Ceased exercises and resuned cruising formation on base course
and speed, :

PC 549 requested permission to disable one engine far two hours
for repairs, Permission granted, Ship was able to keep station

on one engine,
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4 June, 194k (conts)

Vessels needing repairs at staging point were instructed to
list same with CTG 53,16 immediately upon arrival at staging
point,

Repairs to PC 549 were completed,

In accordance with dispatch from Commander Group Three-Fifth
Amphibious Force, visual message was sent to Task Group 53,16
containing insturctions to dessemiate information regarding
objective with emphasis upon strategic and historic signifi
cance to all hands, Caution was also advised in contacts with
personnel outside Task Force with whom dealings would be had
at the staging point in order to preserve secrecy,

Position Late. 03°46.5! N,; Long, 365°28! E,

Administrative Command of Fifth Amphibious Force reported that
150 seamen and 23 radiomen would be available at the staging point,

This infommation was passed to the Personnel Officer, Lt., Fugina,
aboard LST 447, for his handling upon arrival at Kwajalein,

5 June, 1944
Task Group 53,16 was steaming on course 028°(T) at speed of 9 knots,

Position Lat, 05°00,5' N,; Long, 165°59' E,

Commander Task Group 53,17 listed the following repairs as being
needed at Kwajalein to ships of his groups LST 243 needed twelve

to twenty=four hours availability to repair badly leaking port

stern tube bearing, YMS 21 needed repair to badly damaged starboard
superstructure anid=ships (received when she hit LST 270 bow anchor
during fueling operations) also starboard amid=-ships twenty millimeter

gun knocked off foundation and woodwork of after starboard forecastle
deck crushed,
[ s b
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Ler (=11 5 June, 194L (cont,)

1010 Closed U,S,S. BLACK for telephone conversation between Task
Group Commanders,

1125 Commodore asked YIS 281 if all sweep gear was aboard YlS's
in accordance with COMTRANSGROUPTHIRDPHIB despatch 280918,
Upon reply in the affirmative, they were congratulated upon
their good work,

Position Lat, 05°39,5' N,; Long., 166°13t B,

Message was sent to Lt, Nolan to make check of missing parts for
fire=-fighting equipment for ILCI 469, 473 and obtain missing parts
at staging point and advise CIG 53,16 when ships were ready for
effective demonstration,

Advise received that fire pumps aboard LCI 466, 469 and 473 now
operative,

Closed U,S,S, BL.CK and delivered guard mail, lMade final prep=

aration for leaving formation and proceeding into Kwajalein to
make arrangements for early arrival of Task Group 53,16,

Request from SC 504 to fire 40 MM gun on sixth directed to
Commander LST Group 15, who would be senior present in Task

Group 53+16 on that date due to the absence of the Commodore,

LST 343 was advised to take NPM guard for Task Group 53,16 in
the absence of the flagship,

Air flash red reported by Majuro,
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5 June, 1944 (cont.)

U,S,S, STEVBEL departed from formation for Kwajalein,

Air flash vwhite reported from Majuro,

Position lat, 06°48,5' ,; Long, 166°58! E,

During the day the LST 44T reported that a new compensation
coil for delco 100 KW generator was needed and old one in
need of being rewound, 4lso repairs to gyro repeater needed,

Fueling operations were completed as follows with SC's taking
fuel and water from the ships indicated:

SC 504, 521 fran U,S,S, AGENCR
SC 667 from LST 269

sC 72 from LST 4k7
SC 727 from LST 125
SC 1273 from LST 399

Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17 were advised to ascertain how many
radiomen were needed to bring screening vessels complement up
to three radiomen each,

6 June, 1944

The U,S.S. STEMBEL with CTG 53,16 departed Task Group 53,16 and

proceeded Kwajalein Atoll to request permission from the harbor
authorities to enter the harbor 24 hours earlier than their

original intended time of arrival,

Entered Gea Passage into the Kwajalein Atoll lagoon,
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6 June, 194 (cont,)

U.S.8, STEMBEL anchored in berth "King 19", Captain G, B, Carter,
with various staff officers accompanying him, went aboard the
U,S,S, ARGONNE for conference with SOPA, Captain S, B, Ogden, USN,
Permission was granted for the Task Groups to enter ahead of
schedule,

Position Lat, 08°,81 N,; Long, 167°l+0' E,

U,S.S, STRVBEL with CTG 53,16 aboard departed Kwajalein to
rejoin convoy, Various staff officers remained aboard U,S.S.
ARGONNE to expedite fueling and watering of ships of Task Groups
53,16 and 53,17, :

Requested plane anti=-submarine patrol be provided for protection
to Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17 who were nearing Kwajalein,

U,S,S, STEVMBEL resumed station with Task Group 53,16,

Ships formed single column with STEMBEL leading, followed by
PC 555, LST's, LCI's, AN's and AGENOR with SC's, PC's, and 1MS's
screening on either side,

U.S.S., STEMBEL again entered Kwajalein Lagoon through Gea Passage
followed by Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17,

Various ships immediately ‘went alongside tankers and fuel barges to
take on fuel add water, The rest anchored in assigned anchorages

and sent small boats to the provision ships to take on provisions,

Position Lat, 08°49,2' N, Long. 167%2,5! E,

This ends the first part of the journey of Task Group 53,16 and
53,17 in the conquest to regain American soil from the eremy,
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1200 Love, 6 June, throuch 1200 Love, 9 June

The ships of Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17 descended upon the port of
Kwajalein like a band of raiding Comanche Indians, their working parties
scattering to all parts of the lagoon for three days of intense activity
(seldom broken by periods of rest) in gathering provisions, supplies,
guard mail, the all-important personal mail, and various other needs and
necessities to complete final preparations to carry the attack to the
enemy, Ships of the Task Groups were constantly cris-crossing the harbor
in thelr operations of procuring fuel, water, and tending to repairs or
having deficlencies brought out by their trip from Guadalcanal corrected,
All in all the scene for the period of preparation was one of feverish
activity on the part of all hands,

The U,S.S, STEVBEL proceeded directly to YO 160 for fuel, IST's were sent
four at a time alongside the water barge to take on water and alongside the
tanker to take on fuel, All LST's took on water which had to be chlorinated
(2 pts, to 1,000,000 gallons)s LCI's as well as the smaller craft, PC's SC's,
and YNS's were fueled and watered, All available boats were sent to the
provisioning ships, PASTORES, ALDEBARAN AND CHELEB to carry out the tremend=-
ous task of filling to capacity the larders of all ships, Twenty four hour
schedules were maintained at this work, COMSERON 10 aided in every possible
way to expedite our preparations, One important feature of this aid was the
providing of boats to the Task Group, This was of major importance to the
small craft,

Fueling was progressing very well until SC's obtained tad fuel (diiuted with
salt water) from the tankers, It was necessary that this fuel be jettisoned
outside Gea Passage in accordance with SOPA instructions, The SC's were then
ordered to take on new fuel from the tanker, MASCOIA, The SC's experienced

considerable difficulty with fuel injectors caused by the bad fuel which had

entered the engine system,
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1200 Love, 6 June, thro 1200 Love June (cont

The largest problem: aside from fueling, watering, and provisioning was

effecting repairs to all craft in need of same, The repair lists became
quite lengthy, The U,S,S5, AGENOR was left at anchor where water and fuel

were delivered to her by barge in order that her all-important work would
not be interrupted, The Flotilla Engineer was placed aboard to handle this

end of the work, The AGENOR accomplished the repairs in a very commendable
fashion, Some of the requests for repairs were as follows:
LST 70 needed main engine parts and refrigerator repairs,

ICI 365 needed alongside availability to repair hole in
bow, gyro repairs and repairs to fire pump,

SC 1319 was in need of radio repairs,
YMS 184 needed refrigerator repairs
LST 447 needed repairs to compensating coil and gyro repeater,

S 241 needed radar and radio repairs as well as repair to
superstructure and replacement of a 20 M, gun,

LST 117 requested permission to disable port main engine to
repailr damaged injector, Permission was granted and repair
was carried forward by ships personnel,

LST 479 needed repairs to davit damaged when small boat broke
loose in heavy seas,

MS 272 requested six hours at anchor availability to clean
evaporators,
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LST 220 needed repairs to stern anchor engine,

SC 1326 requested 18 hours at anchor availability to effect
minor repairs to main engine,

YMS 260 requested repairs to damaged ship railing,

ICI 471 needed eight hours for engine repairs,
YMS 184 and 270 needed sound gear repair,
SC 1319 needed radar repairs,

ICI 440 needed steering gear repair,

SC 667 needed repair to r efrigerator and sound gear,
SC 1328 and YMS 195 needed sound gear repairs,

LST 243 reported that it needed repairs to stern tube bearing,
Upon investigation by U,5.5. AGENOR it was found that the prop=
ellers were badly damaged and needed immediate replacement, It
was sent to the U,S.S, LUZON to effect this needed replacement,
Iater it was discovered that the LUZON could not complete the
necessary repairs in the limited time available, It was then
decided that the U,S,S, GRAPPIE would take the LST in tow and
then release it when within 100 miles of the attack point thus
protecting the 243 from excessive damage caused by vibration,

Upon further investigation, the LUZON decided that it would be
possible to trim the propeller hlades and thereby enable the LST

to proceed under its own power,

==
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The LST 449 reported that repairs to steering gear were not
complete and that repair parties had been returned to the
AGENOR, Now perhaps the 449 would accompany us instead of
follow us on the balance of the trip,

The YMS's needing sound gear repair were ordered alongside the
STEMBEL where repairs were accomplished by technicians from the
destroyer,

Because of considerable engine trouble with the engines of the LCI's, CTG
53.16 recuested that General Motors Representative, J, K, Lunda, be given

temporary orders toc accompany and render assistance on the remainder of the
trip in keeping ICI's in tiptop condition and ready to strike when called on,

e
:
'(

W

Bach LST was to be eguipped with three landing mats, These had to be distri=
buted, The services of a crane were obtained to accomplish this,

AN

On the morning of the eighth SC's, 521, 1325, 1326, 1328 and YMS 281 were
ordered out to screen for the approaching Task Groups who were to form a
part of the operation, The U,S.5, APPALACHIAN with CTF 53 aboard arrived at
approximately 1100 on the eighth, On his arrival PC 555 was assigned to him
as a dispatch oat,

LST 343, with the remainder of the Flotilla Gommunications Staff aboard, serw
ved as the guard mail and officer messenger mail center for both Task Groups,
In addition to the regular features of a mail center which included the handl-

ing of last minute operation annexes and appendixes, this mail center provided
the eighty two craft of the task groups with a complete ard up to date hase=

gram and general radio traffic service covering the period of time since the

et o
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1200 Love, 6 June, through 1200 Love, 9 June (cont,)

departure from Guadalcsnal, This involved no small amount of work with the
collection and distribution of mail from the various Task Group Commanders
and Commander Task Force 53,

another important feature of the preparation was the final portioning out of
troops for the coming assault, The primary assault troops were placed aboard
the LST's where they were to form the first assault waves ashore at the objec-
tive, These included the armored amphibious units and signal corps personnel,
The troops to reinforce the first waves of the attack, the transport units,
and service units, were embarked in the AP's and AK's which arrived on the
eighth, The troops were embarked with their respective units by 2100 on the
eighth,

Considerable difficulty was encountered in keeping voice transmissions (SCR
608 and 610) between the various units at a minimum and those consistent

with the rules of securit%enecessary at this time and location, During the
sixth and early part of the seventh both Task Group Commanders (CTG 53,16 and
53,17) served as controlling stations on the circuits, This method of control

proved to be tom confusing and on the evening of the seventh, CTG 53,16 assumed
control of the circuit and immediately issued an ultimatum to observe previ-

ous instructions with regards to the voice radio circuit or else, From that
time transmissions were consistent with the principles of good communications

and all requests to transmit were cleared by the control station, Upon arrival
of CTF 53, aboard the U,S,S, APPALACHIAN, control of the circult was assumed
by him.

Ships were requesting ammunition to replace that expended during general

practice enroute to the staging point, The CASCADE and ARGOMVE had stocks
available and the necessary ammunition to bring reserves back to par were

obtained from them,
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1200 Love, 6 June, throush 1200 love, 9 June (cont,)

On the morning of the ninth conference was held aboard the U,S,S, BLACK for
the commanding officers of all units of the Task Group 53,17 at 0930, Simi=
larily, a conference was held aboard the U.S.S, DUPAGE for commanding of ficers
of Task Group 53,16 at 0900, These conferences were to discuss last minute
details prior to departure, ;

At 1120 on the ninth the U,S,S, BENNETT stood in with three officers and ten
enlisted men aboard for LST Flotilla Five, These men were ordered to report

to the LST 446 for duty, The U,S,S, BENNETT also carried much guard mail and
personal mail which had been picked up at Guadalcanal for the Task Groups.
This mail was taken abouard the U,S,S, STEIBEL and delivery was to be effected

enroute to our destination,

At 1115 on the ninth air flash blue was receiveci.

At 1125 air flash red and all hands went to "GQ", Several of the screening
vessels for the transports and CVE's present began making smoke,

At 1130 air flash white,

Just prior to getting underway on the ninth, Lt, Stevens from the U,S.S, St,
Louis came aboard to make final arrangements for the rendezvous of his force

with Task Group 53,16 and 53,17 at sea just prior to the attack on our
objective,

At, 1240 preparations were begun to get underway,

At 1330 the mud hooks came up and Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17 again stood out
to sea,
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1200 Love, 6 June, througch 1200 Love June (cont

Commander Task Group 53,16 was elated over his foresight in bringing his
forces into Kwajalein prior to the intended time of arrival and making all
arrangements for their provisioning, fueling, watering, and repairing prior
to the arrival of the other Task Groups of Task Force 53, This materially
aided in keeping confusion at a minimum and completely did away with the
bottle-necks that might have developed otherwise, Commendation should go
to COMSERON 10, the repair ships, AGENOR, LUZON, ARGONNE, and the STEMBEL
for a magnificient job well done in preparing all ships for the last part
of the voyage to Guam and the subsequent strike at the enemy, All hands,
toos are to be cammended on their fine workmanship and hard work in attend=-
ing to the last minute details, With a spirit such as shown at Kwajalein
sucéess is assured for the mission and sure defeat for the enemy,

So ends part "BM, "Final Preparations at Kwajalein" of this report.,
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The flagship, U,S.S. STEMBEL, with CTG 53,16 aboard stood out
of Gea Passage closely followed by Task Group 53.16 and 53,17,
Convoy formed up immediately into eruising formation No, 1 for
the last part of the journey to our objective, for the part
which promised at this time to be very eventful and possibly
a histeny making passage, Course 294°(T) was set, speed ten

knots,

In the process of getting underway LST 207 had a minor breakdown
which delayed them for approximately thirty minutes,

Notification was received that the U,S,S, Murray would be the
fighter director ship far Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17 during
the daylight of "William-1l" day,

Instructions were given not to issue ammunition to the troops
embarked in the Task Groups until just prior to the assault,

Immediately upon the convoy forming up, a check was made to see
if all ships had gotten underway in accordance with instructions,
It was found that LCI 437 (again a straggler) and SC 1326 were
apsent from formation, The STENVBEL immediately stood back to
locate the stragglers at a speed of 25 knots,

Darkness had fallen and as the STHVBEL entered Gea Passage, the
signal tower aided her passage by turning a small searchlight on
the starboard entrance tuoy, (Passage is not recommended after
dark with no moon,) Upon getting inside the STEMBEL began blinke
ing its call to the LCI 437 and 8C 1326 with instructions to

proceed to her at once,
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9.June, 1944 (cont,)

The LCI and SC complied, The LCI had remained behintlto complete
work to gear box assembly which it had been anticipated wouldibe
completed by 1530s The SC had remained to look after the LCI.

The STE/BEL led the strays through the passage and set a course
for them that would lead them back to their Task Group, 53.17.

The STEVBEL then departed on course at 17 knote to rejoin her unit,

The STEMBFL closed the U,S,8. BLACK and gave her the story on the
missing ships, The two strays were steering course 293 (T) at ll%

knotz. The STHEVBEL then proceeded to take up station with Task Group
534164 )

10 June, 1944

The flagship r ejoined Task Group 53,16 and resumed station 7000
yards ahead of the formation,

Daylight found Task Group 53,16 proceeding on course 294°(T), speed
9 knots with Task Group 53.17 ten miles astern, ICI 437 and SC

1326 were sighted by the U,S.S., BLACK. They were O.K. and proceeding
at twelve knots thirty seven miles astern, They increased their
speed to thirteen knots to teke proper station,

Position Lat. 09%7' N.; Long, 165°11! E,
Officer messenger mail, puard mail, and personal U,S, mail was
given to the two PC mail boats for distribution, Morale of the

LST crews and officers reached a new high, Mell is a sure cure
for all ills.

Had a sound contact bearing 340°(T), distance 1200 yards, Attack
measures were followed out,

The contact was determined to be false,

Position Lat, 10°00! N,; Long. 164°31' &,

b
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LOT (=11 10 June, 1944 (cont,)

1230 Task Group 53,17 held gunnery e xercises,

1330 After Task Group 53,17 had completed their punnery exercises, the
UsS.8s BLACK cl osed the U,S.,S, STE/BAL for mail, guaerd and officer
messenger, and U,S, mail for & stribution to all ships Task Group

53417,

LCI 473 reported her SCR 610 radio inoperative, Staff radio material
personnel aboard LST 488 were detailed to effect repairs.

Position Lat., 10°31' N.; Long., 163°23! E,

1l June, 1944

Alr flash red at Ihiwetok Atoll,

Alr flesh red at Engelii Island of Eniwetok Atoll,
Ar flash white at Eniwetok Atoll,

Position Lat, 11°11' N, Long, 161°40' E,

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on cowrse 294°(T) at speed of & knots
with cruising formation relatively unchanged end distance hetween
Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17 the same,

The flagship closed LCI 466 and a telephone conversations was held
between CTG 53416 and CTU 53.3.8, LCI(G)'s were to be given the
information that they may be expected, after the initial assault, to
remove rocket launchers and replace ramps in order to land troops in
Apra Harbor,Gwm, to secure it, In order to dccomplish this it would
be necessary to remove sixteen rocket launchers per side, The ramps
for re-installation were carried aboard the ALOE, HOLLY end certain of
the L8T's, The ALOE, HOLLY AND AGENOR were to assist in the reinstal=-
lation of the ramps,

YIS 21l6pa ssed minesweeping gear to YUS 242

~35m 63




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

L8TFLOTS AL2=1
Berial ,("J\lOllO
L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
¢/o Fleet Post Office,

S8an Francisco, California,

1 July, 1944

ST G =T

War Diary from OO0l Love, 31 lay, 1944, to 2400 King,
30 June,

11 June, 1944 (cont.)

Screen closed to 200 yards to participate in eireraft gunnery exercises,

Commenced gunnery exercises,
Secured from gunnery exercises, Results were good,
Held SCR radio test, llesults were very good,

Screen opened to 400 yards, ILCI(G)'s cleared formotion to conduct
test firing ofrockets,

UsSeSe STEMBEL closed with PC 555 for double echo radar calibration
for fire control radar,

ALl ships back in fomation,
Position Lat, 11927' N.; Long, 161°05' E,

18T!'s were directed to test auxillary gasoline powered fire fighting
equipment daily to be sure no bugs could prevent maximun results frau
this highly ilmportant ecquipment,

Course varied to 282°(T).

UsSsSs STHNBEL detected surface contact and proceeded to manuever on
various cowrses and various speeds for investigation of contact which
was closing formation on bearing 100%, The contact was identified as
the UsSeS, BLACK.

Changed course to 280°(T) andspeed to eight knots,

CTG 53.17 reported his Task Group was 20 miles astern making eight knots,
8¢ 1326 was in tow by GRAPPLE while making 12 hour repairs to starboard
engine, LCI 442 burned out starboard main thrust bearing, Because of
this another LCI was substituted to take the lead in meneuvers since the
442 would experience considerable difficulty in maneuvering, No spare
parts were available in either convoy., The best safe speed the 442 could

make was nine knots,

Position Lat, 11°h3.9' Nej Long. 159°A4.2' Ee b%
: 36
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Task Group 53,16 was steaming on course 280°(T), speed eight
knots, Task Group 53,17 was ten miles astern,

Changed base speed to nine knots,

U.S.5, STEMBEL made possible sound contact bearing 285°(T) and
proceeded to investigate,

The results of the investigation proved negative and investigation
was broken off,

SC 724 reported radar inoperative, Ships force were unable to
repair, Requested technician from repair ship come aboard to
effect repairs,

U,8,8, BIACK reported that SC 1326 had completed repairs but
could operate only at 12 knot speed,

LCI 442 was still in tow having been taken in tow when repair
party from AGENOR arrived about 2000 the night before with part
to effect repair to burned out thrust bearing,

Position Lat, 11058' N,; Long, 158°13! E,

U.,8,8, STEMBEL closed LCI 473 to transfer radio spare parts,

LST!'s were cautioned not to use gasoline for operating evap=
orators at the expense of LVT's not having an adecquate supply,

PC 555 requested technician to repair sound gear,

Position lat, 12°06' N,; Long, 157936! E,
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--------------------------------- V

12 June, 1944 (cont,)

PC's 1125 and 549 closed the flagship for officer messenger
mail for delivery to Task Group 53,16,

SC 724 closed STEMBEL and radar repair party was sent to the
SC by breeches buoy to repair radar,

ICI 472 closed STEMEEL's port quarter to deliver mail, A
few minutes later the ICI demonstrated fire fighting equipment,

PC 555 closed STENBEL to pick up sound repairmen vho were passed
by breeches buoy to effect repair of sound gear,

Set clocks back one hour, ZEntered King (~10) time zone,

Position Lat, 12%23' N,; Long., 156°09! E,

13 June, 194k

Steaming on base course 280°(T), speed nine knots, Task Group
53,17 was approximately 12 miles astern,

Today it was officially learned that Admiral Halsey had been

detached from his command as COMSOPAC, The best of luck is
wished him whereever and whatever his new duty may be, His
leadership during the past year that the Flotilla has operated

under his command has been a high inspiration to all,

Executed flag hoist closing the screen to 2000 yards in prepar-
ation of holding tactical drill exercises,

CTG 53,17 reported hard luck story saying in effect: "Never a
dull moment" == SC 1326 had hit a large fish and badly damaged

her sound dome and thereby placing sound gear inoperative,

@ oueiti o 4L
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13 June, 1944 (cont,)

0730 (cont,) ICI 442 was still in tow by GRAPPLE, The ledical Officer from
the U,8,5, BLACK performed an emergency appendectomy on a patient
from the GRAPPIE, (This was the second such case since Guadalw
canal), And to further add to his troubles, a stewarts mate aboard
the LST 227 ran amuck = no casualties sustained,

Position Lat, 12°42' N,; Long. 154°16! B,

Formed cruising disposition j#2 which is fomation prior to
"Deploy sbleM tactical maneuver,

Commenced "Deploy .ble!" exercises, This was the alternate

attack plan in case Task Group 53,16 landed at the same beach
that Task Group 53,17 was assigned to land on, This being the
first attempt at this maneuver, several rough spots had to be

ironed out,

YMS 242 requested permission to put machinist mate aboard the
AGENOR for medical treatment for forelgn particle in eye,

Deployment exercises compled, the formation resumed cruising
formation #2. '

Fosition Lat, 12°37,2! N,; Long, 154%00.4' E.
Formed cruising formation #1.

Closed PC 555 to receive sound gear repairment sent aboard
in breeches buoy yesterday,

=3 e | 4 67
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13 June, 1944 (cont,)

liade unidentified air search radar contact ("bogey") bearing
055°(T) distant 34 miles, This was our first indication that
the enemy had an eye on us,

Contact faded,

Changed base course to 280°(T), Closed BLACK for visual
communications

LST 118 was having engine trouble and requested permission to
shut down one engine and make repairs and also to cut speed

to 7} knots, Permission was granted at 1800 at which time the
entire convoy was slowed to 7 knots,

C1G 53,17 reported that LCI 442 would be completely repaired by
midnight,

Position Iat, 12°55! N,; Long, 152°36' E,

14 June, 1944

Steaming on course 280°(T), speed seven knots, Task Group
53,17 was twelve miles astern,

Sighted group of friendly ships on a parallel course bearing
080°(T) distant 18 miles,

Made air search radar contact on unidentified aircraft bearing
160°(T) distant 19 miles, Unable to identify due to extreme range,

Lost radar and visual sight contact on aircraft, bearing 165°(T)
distant twenty three miles, They were never postively identified,
lMessage from BLACK stated that they were almost postive that the
"oogey" was a Jap, The eremy still had his eye on us,
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14 June, 1944 (cont,)

Position Lat, 13°08' N,; Long, 151°04.4' E.

Closed SC 724 and received radar repairmen back aboard ship by
breeches buoy, They had effected repairs to the SC's radar,

Position Lat, 13°19,2' N4; Long, 150°39,9' E,

Task Group 53,16 commenced tactical maneuvers "Deploy Charlie",
The results were very commendable,

Ceased tactical maneuvers and formed cruising disposition #l,
Set base course 280°(T) with 6 knots as base speed,

As an evasive measure since the Task Groups were in enemy waters,
the course was changed to 312°(T) and speed to nine knots,

Position Lat, 13°3034! 11,; Long, 149°L5.5' E,

Changed course to 267°(T) with speed dropping to six knots,
This was part of the evasive measures taken by the 0,T.C, to
evade the enemy,

During the day word was received of possible compromise of current
recognition signals and all ships were advised touse with caution,

The Task Group Commander again advised all hands to carefully
study the operation order and all annexes in order that duties
outlined in them could be carried out and nothing overlooked, le
also warned the units of the Task Group that a contact possibly
identified as enemy planes had been picked up during the day and
that all hands should be alert to repel air attacks, especially

at night,
2 Al
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15 June, 1944

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on a base course of 267°('1‘)

at a speed of seven knots enroute Kwajalein Atoll, larshall
Islands, to Guam, llariana Islands, Task Group 53,17 was
approximately 16 miles astern, The Task Group was proceeding
in eruising formation #l,

U,S.8, STEBEL had sound radar contact bearing 030°(T),

Sound contact turned out negative,

. YMS's proceeded to take on fuel and water from the following
ships: !

YMS 136  from AGENCR
TS 195 from LST 220

S 237 from L3T 343
YIS 242 from LST 241
s 184  from LST 449
YIS 216 from AGENOR

PC 555 requested permission to move out of formation to 7000

yards to effect steering gear repairs, This was only to take
one hour, Permission was granted,

Position 13°32,ol Nej Longe 11+8°45.2v E,

Changed base course to 2R°(T) speed six knots,
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15 June, 194k (cont,)

SC 1273 reported that bad fuel had ruined more generator injectors,
It requested permission to refuel at the AGENOR after YMS 136 and
pick up injector parts at the same time, The Task Group Gommander

told the SC to comply with fueling program then to obtain injectors
from AGENOR, :

All Ships were instructed to make full and appropriate use of whistle
when changing courses especially at night, This was brought about
by the evasive change of course the preceeding night and confusion

resulting,

Position Lat, 13°29,8t N,; Long, 147°59,2' E,

The foliowing SC's refuled and watered from various shipe as indicated:

SC 504 from AGENOR
SC 667 from LST 269
SC 727+ from LST 125
SC 521 from AGENOR
SC 724  from LST k47
SC 1273 from LST 399

UeS+S, STEVBEL closed starboard side to partside of LST 447 and
took on 10,746 gallons of standard diesel fuel,

STRBEL completed fueling and resumed regular station in convoy,

Commanding Officer of LST 447 was complemented by.the Commodore =
"Your ship was handled very well while fueling was being carried

out,"

Task Group 53,16 formed cruising disposition "Charlie 2",

. w3
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15 June, 1944 (cont.,)

Bxecuted "Charlie Form Two", This brought the screen in to a
di_sta.nce of 2,000 yards,

Task Group 53,16 exercised in tactical maneuvers,"Deploy Charlie',
The muneuvering was of such high quality that the Task Group received
a MWIELL DONE" flag hoist from its commnder,

ICI 469 demonstrated fire fighting equipment,

Task Group 53,16 ceased the tactical maneuvering and ships returned
immediately into proper cruising station,

U,S,8, STEMBEL made unidentified air search radar contact bearing
147°(T) distance 28 miles,

Comrander Task Group 53,17 reported bandits closing his formation,

Task Group 53,16 went to "GQ", It was noted that Task Group 53,17
was firing at this time, their burst being seen on the horizon,
U,S,8, STEMEEL sighted five aircraft bearing 350°(T), 240°(R) which

were initially contacted by radar, The destroyer began maneuvering
at high speed to be able to evade an enemy air attack,

Changed course of Task Group 53,16 to 262°(T),

‘

CTG 53,17 reported three torpedo planes making a run on the destroyer
BLACK. ¢

CTG 53,17 reported by radio = "Good work for Task Group 53.17. Three
planes attacked, LST's got one, One torpedo passed close by BLACK",

U.S.S, STEVBEL reported two enemy planes approaching Task Group 53,16
bearing 070°(T), They videned out aml started to circle formation,

i ,) Y ‘l




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

weTTLon/ 4150

Berial
00110
i L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE

THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
¢/o Fleet Post Office,

San Franeisco, California,
1 July, 1944
S=fi=C =R =E=T

War Diary from 0001 Love, 31 llay, 1944, to 2400 King,
30 June, 1944,

15 June, 1944 (cont,)

These ‘two enemy planes were orbiting far out from convoy then
disappeared - presumably to call for help,

No "bogey" noticeable on radar screen,
Task Group 53,17 formed cruising disposition #l,

Task Group 53,16 cecured from General Quarters, ALl trace of
enemy planes had disappeared, It was noted that all hands lingered
Just a 1lit tle longer at their stations putting everything in order
for other attacks which they knew were to come,

Again the two Task Groups made an evasive mos? ’50 throw the enemy
off the track making turn four to cogrse 307 T) and making nine"knots
speeds The screen axis remained 262 fTs. Another course change

followed after darks
0
2000 Position Lat, 13°32,0' N,; Long 147 05,00' B,

2130 Changed course again by a turn mo¥ement back to 262°(T) and slowed
speed Lo six Knots,

LCT(=~10) 16 June, 1944
Tagk Group 53,16 was steaming on base course 2620('1‘) at six knots,
Task Group 53417 was twelve miles zsterns Both groups were in
cruising disposition,
Changed course to 172°(T) and speed to eight knots,
Changed course to 092°(T) and speed remained eight knots,

The STEMBEL made radar contact on unidentified aircraft pearing 220°(T)

20 piles distance, It was later reported on bearing 265 (T) cours
ogsgj(.’l‘) speed 160 knots, g 25 (1) p
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16 June, 194k (cont,)

All hands of the Task Group went to General Quarters, The night
was clear, good visibility with a last quarter moon, The sky
wes about o4 cloudy, The wind was from 085 (T), force 15 knots,

The U,3,8, STEIBEL was standing by to repel enemy air attack
developing on Task Group 53,16, Two "bogies" were picked up on
the radar screen approaching at an altitude of 300 feet, speed
155 = 170 knots, course 095°(T), bearing 265°(T), The destroyer
STELBEL at this time was maneuvering radically on various courses
and speeds to facilitate air defense,

The U,S,8, STELBEL opened fire on target off starboard quarter,
Eleven rounds of 5"/38 Cal, AA common ammunition were expended
with results unobserved,

"Bogies" faded from screen,

The Commodore instructed the Task Group to make smoke,

A screening vessel opened fire with 20 or 40 MY firing perhaps
twenty rounds,

The Task Group was ordered to "Cease making smoke",

"Bogey" bearing 300°(T) ,distance eight miles,

"Bogey" disappeared from screen,

Secured from General Quarters having completed the usual routine
sunrise submarine alert, In the meantime the "Bogies" had retired,

Position Lat, 13°29,9! Nej LOng.lh7°2l.1+' Es Changed speed to 6 knots,

L3ST 399 reported that a passenger, Ens, Marks » & LVT wave commander,
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16 June, 1944 (conts)

0900 (cont
'?'Lad appendlcitis and would be unable to fulfill his duties as wave

comnander in the operations and substitute was requested for him,
Later a substitute was appointed,

CTG 53,17 reported an unidentified aircraft bearing BAOO(T). This
Task Group mede no contact,

CIG 53417 reported "sogey" at 240°(T),

Further reports from CTG 53,17 indicated that "bogey" had disappeared,
YIS 216 reported sound gear trouble, Repeirs were made by ships forces

PC 555 requested permission to go alongside the AGENOR for steering
cable, She was steering with jury rigs Permission was granted,

LST 219 reported that they were proceeding on one engine with the other
shut down for repairs, Hepalrs were to take approxiiately thirty minutess

o]
Position Late 13 31,1 Ne; Longs 147°39,41 E,

Task Croup 53,16 was informed that William Dsy had heen péstponed
indefinitely,

Task Group 53,16 changed course to 152°(T),

The UsSeSe BLACK closed to within visual communication distance to

pass the following message (pharaphrased)$ During enemy air attack of
15 June, Colden Audrey liorris, @f2/c, USNR, of the APC L6 was fatally
wounded by small calibre fire from LST!'® at Jap making torpedo run on
the formations The APC 46 was in line of fire and received hits from
several stray bullets, The Jap was destroyeds Golden was transferred

to the LST 446 for medical attention but died during an operation,
Burial was at 1200 this date, Task Group 53,17 half masted colors from

twelve to twelve thirty,

This incident was regrettable but unavoidable, Reply from the Commodore:
"Sorry to learn of your loss, FPlease convey my sympathy to APC 46, You

handled the attack yesterday nicelys, My congratulations on your Jap kill

-
and hope it is an indication of many to follows, Well done," q b
=y T
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LCT (=10) 6 June, 1 cont

1700 Task Group 53,16 changed course to 212°(T).
1800 Changed base course to 262°(T),

1930 Changed base course to 307°(T) and speed to nine knots,

2000 Position Lat, 13%2445' Noj Longe 147 50! E.

2130 Changed base course to 262°(T) and speed to six knots,

2250 The U,S,S« MONGAHAM closed the STEMBEL and confirmed previous dispatch
received cancelling William Day and indefinite postponement, This

confirmation was from CTF 53, Task Groups 53,16 and 53,17 were ordered
to stay Bast of longitude 148,

In anticipation of air attacks LST's were instructed to be prepared to
make smoke when ordered to do so by their group commanders,

L7 June, 194

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on course 262°(T) at a speed of six knots,
Task Group 53,17 was twelve miles astern proceeding at the same speed,
Both units were approximately 65 miles east of GUAM,

Changed base course to 172° (T) .!

Changed base course to 082°(T),

Changed speed to eight knots,

Position Late 13%24,12' N,; Long, 147°55' B,

Position 13°24e12' Nu; Longs 147°25,27' E,
PC 555 came alongside UesS,S, STEMBEL to pass guard mail,
PC 555 again stood alongside the Flagship toreceive spare parts for

sound gear,
i 76




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

LSTFLOTS /Al 2=]
Serial 00110
L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
c/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California,

1 July, 1944

0001 L 1 May, 1 t 00 K
g%rJgigfylgng 1 Love, 3 Vs 1944, to 24 ing,

17 June, 1944 (cont,)
Tesk Group exercised at fire drill,

o
Changed base course 142 (T).

Had radar contact on unidentified aircraft bearing 238°(T), distance
11 miless Position of Task Group: Lats 13 35' N; Long. 148071 Be

All hands of the Task Group went to General Quarters to repel enemy
torpedo attackes U.SeS. STEIBEL, Group Flagship, began making défensive
maneuvers on various courses and various speeds to evade torpedo attack.,

Four (4) enemy planes identified as Japanese KATES approached convoy,
coming in on STEMBEL's starboard beam,

STEMBEL oped fire with 51/38 Cal, AA Common projectiles, smokeless
pewder, dand starboard automatic weapons just as torpedo was launched
from a heighth of 75 feet, range 1500 to 2000 yards, Torpedo passed
down port side of STEIMBEL which at this time was maneuvering radically
at 25 knots to parallel course of torpedo,

STEIBEL ceased fire, KATES veered down starboard side and crossed
behind STELEEL towards main body of convoys. LST's, LCI's and auxiliary
vessels opened fire with all they had and laid up a highly concentrahed
pattem of A,A, fire,

LCI 468 was seen to be hit on its bow by enemy torpedos

First enemy plane was observed to crash into the water off port side
of convoys Second enemy plane caught fire and was engulfed in flames and

was seen to fall into the sea off port side ahead of convoy,

The third plane after having passed over convoy circled and was observed

to crash in the water off the starboard beam at a distance of about
three miles, Fourth plane disappeared over the horizon and STEMBEL

traced it on radar screen for a short time till it faded,

- 49 -
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17 June, 1 cont

10I 472 and PC 555 picked up swimming survivors and removed remaining
personnel from ICI 468, STEVBEL, HOLLY, AGENCR, ALOE, and LCI 466
all stood back to help with rescue work while SC 727 and SC 667
screened, STE BEL sent medical help to assist on LCI 468 but adequate
medical aid was being administered and Doctor returned to STEBEL.

LOI 468 had received a damaging blow from the enemy torpedo on her
bow ripping away about sixty feet, however it remained afloat with
only a slight list to starboard, The main engines were damaged to

the extent that they would not function, Casualties were as follows:
1 officer and 1 enlisted man killed; 1 officer and 1l enlisted men
missing; and 1 officer and 2 enlisted men wounded. LST 207 on star=
board beam of LCI 468 at time of attack had three casualties from fly-
ing fragments - 1 jprine enlisted passenger killed, and 2 menbers of
crew slightly wounded, LST 269 later reported 1 enlisted Marine pas=
senger with, slight wound from flying fragments, USS AGENOR sent sal-
vage party to estimate damage to LCI 468 and make decision as to
vhether it could be saved or should be sunk,

For further details see action report submitted by this comrand and
the action reports of the various ships participating,

Tt was decided that ICI 468 would be taken in tow by HOILY (AN19) and
salvage party from AGENOR was toremain aboard throughout the night
dismantling everything that could be of use in the way of necessary
spare parts for the remainder of the LCI's, ILCI 468 had sustained
injury which prohibited it from proceeding under its own power and if
taken in tow would hamper further operations of the group,

Changed course to 260°(T),

Secured from General Quarters, All hands had remained at General
Juarters until after the usual sunset alert,
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2000 Position Lat, 13°2' N,; Long, 147°55' E,

2200 Task Group changed course to 217°(7),

2215 Task Group changed course to l72°(T).

2220 Preparations were made by HOLLY to take LCI 468 in tow,
Task Group changed course to 127°(7),
Task Group changed course to 082°(T),

UsSeS, HOLLY proceeded to tow LCI 468,

Salvage group consisting of HOLLY with LCI 468 in tow, PC 555, SC 667,
SC 727, LCI 466, LCI 472, AGENCR and STEMBEL got underway to rejoin
the rest of Task Group,

Orders were received from CTF 51 to retire on reverse of bhase course
until 0900 King, 18 June, then proceed eastward again,

18 June, 10k)

Task Group 53,16 was steauing on base course 082°(T) at a speed of
six knots with Task Group 53,17 approximately ten miles astern,
STEUBEL and the following salvage groups HOLLY towing LCI 468,
AGENOR, LCI 466, LCI 472, PC 555, SC 667 and SC 727, was proceeding

to overtake Task Group 53,16, Work was progressing on dismantling
the I.CI.

Salvage unit rejoined Task Group 53,16

U.S,8, STR/BEL closed LCI 468 to take photographs of damage,
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Position Lat, 13°23,3' N,; Long, 148°30' B,

Instructions were given PC 555 to distribute LCI 468 survivors
equally among three LCI's of Task Group 53,16,

HOLLY proceeded to transfer LCI 468 to AGENOR who made preparations
to take the ICI alongside to use crane to remove gear and spare parts
thereon,

AGENQR had LCI 468 alongside when radar contact was had on "bogies!

bearing 195°(1), distance 9 miles, Tow was immediately cut and LCI
468 went adrift as all hands went to General Quarters,

"Bogies" had faded, All hands secured from General Quarters, HOLLY
again took LCI 468 in tow and towed it clear of convoy for sinking,

Changed course to 2L7°(T),
Task Grow changed course to 262°(T).

The HOLLY was ordered to loose tow and clear ICI as the STH/BEL was
prepared to sink it, The AGENOR had completed salvage work and salvage

crew had returned to ship, Complete muster of salvage party was taken
preparatory to STEMBEL's sinking of LCI to make certain that no one

remained aboard,

Position 13926,8' N,; Long. 148937,2! E,
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18 June, 19U gcont.,l

Colors were at half mast from 1200 to 1300 in reverence to our
dead comrades, The dead from the l7th's air raid were buried
with appropriate cemmony,

HOILY cleared LCI 468,
STEBEL opened fire on LCI 468 with 5"/38 cal, main battery, .

Fired fifteenth salvo (44 rounds) and LCI 468 listed sharply to
starboard and heeled over on starboard side,

ICI 468 sank, This sinking by gunfire from U,S.,S, STIVBEL at position
Lat, 13°38,5! N.; Long. 148938! E,

"Bogey" reported bearing 040°(T), distance 26 miles,

"Bogey" on same bearing, 22 miles distance, All hands went to ngqn,
"Bogey" was 20 miles off starboard quarter,

Lost contact with "bogey" and secured from "GQM,

Task Group 53,17 nade visual contact and identified our "bogey" as
probably friendly,

LCI 466 came alongside to deliver mail, Phones were rigged and the
Commodore talked to COMLCIGROUP 37 (Comdr,. McCaleb),

PC 555 reported radar contact bearing 170° (T), distance 15 miles,
STEMBEL proceeded to investigate, Contact proved to be negative,

Task Group changed course to 307°(T) and speed to elght knots,
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18 June, 1944 gcont,z

Ghanged base course to 262°(T) and speed to six knots.

Position Iat, 13°32,5' N,; Long. 147°,7.9' E,

Again orders were received to retire eastward until 1100 King,
June 19, at which time Task Groups were to proceed westward again,

Changed course to 262°(T) and speed to six knots,

Task Group 53,17 reported surface radar contact but results of in-
vestigation of same were negative,

19 Ju.neI 1944

Task Group 53,16 was steaning on course 262°(T) at a base speed of
six knots, Task Group 53,17 was approximately ten miles northward

on same course,

Executed a series of four 45° turns at intervals of fifteen minutes
to came to course 082°(71),

ICI 473 designated to take place of LCI 468 in convoy formation,
Position Iat, 13%4' N,; Long 148°11,8' E,

Began fueling small craft of screen on same schedule as used for
fueling on June 15,

Position lat, 1301;4' N.; Long, 148°11,8' E,
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19 June, 1 cont

Made unidentified radar contact on air target bearing 330°(T) at
approximate distance of 20 miles, Task Group went to General
Quarters,

Radar contact identified as enemy aircraft at distance of thirty
miles bearing 030°(T), Evasive action was begun by STHBEL to meet
attack, Speed was increased to twenty knots,

Contact faded, Secured fran General Quarters,

Changed base course to 262°(T),

U,S.5, STEIBEL made surface radar contact distant twenty miles
bearing 362°(T),

Surface contact was identified by U.S,S, BIACK as friendly tanker and
escorts, U.3,5, BLACK stood out to tanker and requested fuel fram it.

The tanker (identified as SARANAC, AO74) replied that they were sorry
but they would not be able to fuel this Task Group due to enemy battle
damage,

Changed course to 307°(T) and speed to eight knots,

Changed course to 352°(T),

Changed course to 050°(T), These last changes of course vwere design-
ed to place us on a course to effect rendezvous with units of Task
Group 53,1 for fueling as per despatch orders from CTF 51,

Changed base speed to nine knots,

~55m

{3




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

LSTFLOTS / /] Q]
Serial oouo
L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commander

c¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California,

1 JulY: 1944

dar Diary from 0001 Love, 31 lMay, 1944, to 2400 King,
30 June, 194,

19 June, 1944 (cont,)
Position Lat, 13°56,7' N,; Long, 147°52,2' L,

Battle formation for LST'!'s was clanged to two columns in sections
of two's to lower possibility of small screening craft being struck

by fire in repelling air attacks,

20 June, 1944

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on base course 050°(T) at speed of 9
knots, Task Group 53,17 was possibly twelve miles on port beam,
In accordance vith CTF'51's irstructions both Task Groups were
cruising east of Longitude 148° und north of Latitude 15° awaiting
orders,

The Comrander Task Group 53,16 infomed Task Group 53,16 that
friendly planes were in the area but before the Task Croup had time
to receive and pass the word to gun crews, the friendly planes came

out of the clouds in the half light of dawn which made the type of
plane indistinguishable , Gun crews were at the pre=sunrise submarine

alert and manning their battle stations,

Several units of the right side of screen opened fire on friendly
planes approaching the group at low altitude resulting in one plane

(later identified as a TBF) being shot down, The Task Group Comuunder
immediately passed the word "Cease Fire, Cease Fire - Do not fire,

Do not fire", Vessels began imnediately to search the urea where
plane went down to pick up possible survivors,

Several friendly planes were wearching the area where plane went dovn,
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20 June, 194 gcont.2

Task Group 53,1 was sighted bearing 233°(T) distant 15 miles,

CTG 53 reported that he was 25 niles east of Task Group 53,16
on course 270°(T) and Task Group 53,2 was just south of him,
CTF 53 ordered Task Groups53,16 and 53,17 to fall in astern
of Task Groups 53,1 und 53,2 respectively and to exercise with
these units for fueling, U.S.S5, STEMBEL .IND U,S.S. BLACK vere
to fuel from Task Group 53,2 fueling units,

PC 549 discontinued search for survivors of friendly plane,

YUS 216 completed search for survivors of friendly plane,

YIS 237 completed search for survivors,
The U.S.S, STEMBEL had stood back to place of plane crash, All

vessels reported that their searches for survivors were nil, The

lane had burst into flames before hitting water and had sank
nmediately, The water at scene of crash was dyed a deep green,

Task Group 53,12 was sighted bearing 148°(T) at a distance of 15
miles,

Changed base course to 000°(T) by column movements

Changed base course to 270°(T)s

Changed base course to 195°(T) by turn movements

b
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U,5,5, STHBEL left Task Group 53,16 and proceeded on various
courses to come alongside U,5,S, KANKAKEE (4039) for fueling,

The Task Group was left in charge of COMLSTGROUP 15 in LST 488
who maneuvered the Task Group into formation astern of Task
Group 53.1e

Position 14°46! N, Lat.; 148%6' B, Longs

UsS,5, STEVBEL was alongside the U,S.,5, KaNKaKEE port side to
starboard side, '

STEMBEL counenced taking on fuel,

STEMBEL completed taking on fuel having received 95, 993 gallons
of fuel oil,

US89 STHBEL cast off from the KANKAKEE and proceeded to take
station ahead of Task Group 53,16 which was now astern of Task

Group 53,1, Task Group 53,17 had taken station immediately astern
of Task Group 53,2 in compliance with CTF 53's orders,

CTF 53 issued the following orders to Task Groups 53,16 and 53,173
Upon completion of fueling about 1800 Task Groups were to execute
retirement to designated cruising area north of Latitude 15° stien

to proceed as directed in CTF 51's despatch 190325,

CTG 53.3 requested information on LCI 468 and the situation in
regards to fresh water aboard LST's, The water situation and the
and the sinking of the ICI and the distribution of its personnel

was reported in reply to this request,
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20 June, 1944 (cont,)

Received report from CIG 53,1 of unidentified plane bearing 075°(1)
69 miles distance,

Position Lat, 14°4.4" N,; Long. 148°05! E,

Received report from CIG 53,1 that screen (radar) was now clear of
"ogey" contact,s

PC 555 stood alongside to pass mail,
SC 667 came alongside to deliver mail,

CTG 53,16 reported to CIG 53,3 that LVT wave commander, Insign
Marks, was recovering from appendectomy and would not be able to

carry out his present orders, Recomuendation was made for his
relief,, CTIG 53,3 advised that they would provide another T
coruander and that he would be instructed aboard the USS DUPAGE
and transferred to LST 399 later,

Changed base course to OOO°(T) by turn novement, Changed speed
to 8 knots,

Observed U,S,S, RELIEF ahead of formatlon on collision course,
Changed course to avoid collision,

Position Lat, 15°00,00' N,.; Long. 147°10,5' E,
Changed base course to 045°(T),

Rader contact was made on a group of friendly ships,
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Task Group 53,16 was steaming on course O45°(T) at speed of
eight knots with Task Group 53.17 ten miles astem, Both Task
Groups were crulsing east of 148 degrees Longitude «nd north of
15 degrees lLatitude,

Changed base course to 090°(T),

Changed base course to 000°(T),

SC 724 picked up radar technician from AGENOR to iiake adjustuent
on their radar,

Position 15%2' N,; Long. 148°31' E, Changed eourse to 2630(1),
Changed course to 270°(T),
LST 343 and 399 exchanged position in convoy to place assualt

companies embarked aboard the respective ships in proper order
for disembarkation,

U.S.,8, BIACK closed U,3,5, STEMBEL for mail,

Position Lats 15%4,5' N,; Long, 147°g,91 B,

1CI's watered and fueled from the following ships:
1CI 446 from LST 488 LCI 467 from LST 219
ICI 464 from LST 207 1CI 465 from LST 123

ICI 469 from LST. 118 ICI 472 from LST LA49
ICI 471 and 473 from U,S.S, AGENOR
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PC's took on fuel from the following ships:
PC 555 from LST 247
PC 549 from LST 70
PC 1125 from LST 117

LCI 471 dropped out of formation to nmake repairs to engine,
U.5.5. GRAPPLE from Task Group 53,17 stood by her for the 30
minutes needed,

Changed base course to 180°(T),

PC 1125 delivered larine mail to various LST's from the Marine
Battalion Commander,

Changed base course to 103°(T),

Changed speed to 6 knots,
Position 15°44,5' N,; Long. 147°16' E, Changed course to 058°(T).
Changed course to 103°(T).

Made surface radar contact with friendly conwvoy bearing 13_2°(T) )
distance 16 miles,

22 June, 1944

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on base course 103°(T) at speed of

6 knots, Task Group 53,17 was approximately ten miles astern,
Both fask Groups were cruising east of 148° longitude and north of
15° Iatitude awaiting orders,
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22 June, 1 cont

Surface radar contact was made bearing 150°(T) » 31,300 yards
distance, Later contact was identified as U,S5.,3, CHENANGO, CVE
28, and escorts, They passed close ahead at a distance of 8,000
‘y'drds.

Position l5°39.5' N, Lat,; Long lh8°17.5' E,

Sighted Task Group 52,14 bearing 084°(T), distance 12 miles,
Changed base speed to 9 knots und course to 193°(T),
Changed base course to 273°(T) by turn movement.,

The STEMBEL, AGHENOR, HOLLY, and ILCI 471 stood back to help
ICI 467 who was having trouble,

The HOLLY took LCI 467 in tow, All units were proceedi.ng' to
rejoin the Task Group at ten knots speed,

ICI 471 dropped out of fomation due to engine trouble,
Position 15°35,6! N, Lat,; 148°11,00' E, Long,
18I 471 completed repairs to engine and rejoined formation,

STEVBEL closed LST 488 to pass guard mail,
ILST 343 was asked if she had sufficient gear aboard to float a
barrage balloon, She replied that she did not have helium,

=52

q0




LSTFLOTS/ /121

Serial

00110

DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526

By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commander
c¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California,

1 July, 1944

Jar Diary from 0001 love, 31 liay, 194k, to 2400 King,
30 June, 1944,

22 June, 1944 (cont,)

Changed base course to 233°(T) and speed to 9 knots, U.S5.5.
STEBEL was closed by BLACK on part quarter and received puard
mail,

Repair party from aGENOR boarded I1CI 467 to investigate cause
of break down., Report was received from repair party that star-

board propeller had been lost. The 1CI could only make 7 knots
on the remaining propeller,

Txecuted turn six to avoid collision vith group of friendly ships.
Pase course was now 333°(T),

Changed base course to 273°(T) by twrn novemente

lade surface radar contact bearing 248°(T), distance 14 miles.
Contact was identified as friendly ships.

Changed base course to 003°(T) by turn movement.,
Position 15%521 I, Latj 147°00,40' E, Longe

Changed base course to 093°(T),

Changed base speed to 6 knots,
Made surface radar contact with six groups of friendly ships.

1ST 207 lost all headway due to fuel stoppages, FC 555 screened
for LST 207 who was dead in the waters,

Dispateh was received fram CTF 51 directing AGENOR, 1 PC, 1 SC,
and 3 LCI's proceed to Saipan,
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CTG 53,17 reported that LST 481 had lost a man overboard at 0847
on this date, PC 1127 searched the area but were unable to locate
the man, PC 1127 was also reported to have had a good sub contact

on the preceeding day, another FC had been dispatched to help
on contact but results were negative, Another appemdectomy was

reported to have been transferred from LST 41 to LST 446 for opera=
tion,

Lt, Col Steffan reported that after having checked with several
ships it seemed that the troops were getting along as well as could
be expectled,

23 June, 1944

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on base cours 093°(T) at a speed of
6 knots enroute Guam, llariana Islands, Task Group 53,17 was
approximately ten miles ahead, Both Task Groups were cruising
east of 1h8° Longitude and north of 15° Latitude awaiting orders,

LST 207 reported that she was getting underway to rejoin formation,
steaming on one engine,

LST 207 and PC 555 rejoined formation,

STEVBEL closed the AGENOR and transferred official mail, Phones
were rigged and the Commodore talked with the captain of the .GENOR,
regarding carrying out CTF 51 orders to proceed to Saipan, Definite
instructions together with charts and routing instructions were
passed,

Posityon Lat, 15%48,9' N,; Long, 147952,3' E,
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Changed tmse course to 263°(T),

LCI 469, ICI 471, LCI 472, FC 549 and SC 504 proceeded to form
around the AGENOR prior to departure for Saipan, The STIMBEL left

formation and closed AGENOR to deliwver last minute guard mail,

The AGENOR with ICI 471, LCI 472, LCI 469, PC 549 and SC 504 de=
parted convoy for Saipan, Mariane Islands, a8 ordered by CIF 51
dispatch received the preceeding night,

Position 159,3,41 N, Lat.; 148°01,10' E, Long.

LCI 466 was instructed to close AGENOR and pick up spare parts,

ICI 466 pulled away framn the AGENCR and was proceeding to rejoin
the formation, The AGENOR at this time was 20,500 yards from
the formation,

PC 555 came alongside and picked up guard mall for deliveryto
various units of the Task Group, '

Made sight contact with group of friendly ships bearing 274°(T),
distance 14 miles, These ships were identified as CTU 16,7.6

and ships of his command which consisted of fueling units, Fuel
was requested but reply was that due to rendezvous with TF 58
they would be unable to delay long enough to fuel this Task Group,

STEMBEL closed the BLACK who was at that time ten miles astern of
Task Group 53,16 to effect visual communication,

STEMBEL proceeded to rejoin Task Group 53,16,
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LCI 466 rejoined the formation,

Position Lat, 15°37.l' N,3 Long. 146°54! B, Executed tum 9
to come to base course 353°(T),

Executed twm L ans, to come to course 038°(T),
Changed course to 103°(T),

LST 247 was having steering difficulty and requested to remain
astern of formation during night amdl rejoin in the morning.
Persmission was granted,

Changed speed to 6 knots,

24 June, 19L4

Task Group 53,16 Was steaming on base course 1030('1‘) at a speed
of b knots, Tusk Group 53,17 was approximately 10 miles astern,

Both Task Groups were cruising in accordance with CTF 5l's des=
patch instructing them to remain kast of 148° Longitude and north
of 15° Latitude,

Made surface radar contact on ship bearing lhéo(T), distance
16% miles,

Closed LST 488 and 343 to pick up guard mail,

MS's and SC's tak on fuel and water fram the followiing LST'ss
S 136 from LST 247 (S 195 from LST 220
YMS 237 from LST 343 s 242 from LST 241
Y8 184 from LST 399 YIS 216 from LST 449
SC 667 from LST 269 SC 727 from LST 125
SC 1273 from LST 399 SC 724 from LST LLT7
SC 521 from LST 118
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Closed the U,S.S, BLACK which was immediately ahead of Task Group
53,16 to facilitate visual communications,

Changed speed to 6 knots.
Position 15%31,11 N, Lat.; 147°49,5' E. Long.

PC 1127 advised that LST 38 had passed word to her that all
generators were burned out aboard LST 38,

U,S.5, BLACK clésed U,3,5, STEEBEL for visual communicationse
Position Iat, 15°28,8' N.; Long. 148%8.2' E,

LST L47 reported that its food supply was becoming critical and
that they had been feeding only two meals to all hands since the
2lst, They further stated that their estimated supply would last
only five days feeding all troops aboard and 12 days supply for
crew only, Upon investigation it was found that this LST had
been overloaded and at present time was carrying 4k men (crew
and passengers).

Executed turn nine to come to course 193°(1),

Changed base course to 283%(1),

Changed base speed to & knots,

Task Group 53,16 and Task Group 53,17 altered courses to avoild
collision with Task Group 50,17 which was tracking in on course
threatening callision,

Position Late 15°06' N,;Long. 147°57! E,
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U.S.S, GRAPPLE was ordered to join Task Group 53,16 and put
repair party aboard the LCI 467 for further investigation of

possibility of repairs,

25 June, 194k
Task Group 53,16 was steaming on course 283°(T) at a speed of
8 knots with Task Group 53,17 approxinately 10 miles astern,

Both groups were cruising in accordance with CIF Al's instructions
awalting orders to proceed to Guam, lariana Islands,

Chﬁnged base course to 013°(7T),
Changed base course to 103°(T),

LST's 447 and 117 dropped astern of the fomation and LST 447
received provisions from the 117,

Position Lat, 15°50' Ii,; Long 147°14' E,

PC 1125 came alongside on starboard side to transfer guard mail,
U,S,8, GR\PPLE joined fomation and put party aboard ICI 467,

The U.5,8. GRAPPLE reported that LCI 467 had lost their starboard
propeller and part of shaft, The GRAPPLE was unable to effect

repairs and suggested that the only solution would be to get the
services of an LSD for putting the LCI in dry dock, ICI 467 sug-

gested that the necessary spare parts could be obtained from some
10I in Marshalls area that was not being used in this operation,

GRAPPLE left formation to join Task Group 53,17 which was 12 miles

astern, 3
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STELBEL closed LST 488 to pick up official mail,

LST 241 reported that they had patient needing surgery inmediately,
Diagnosis was acute abdominal = not appendectomy, Patient was still

able to be transferred so transfer was effected via FC 555 from
LST 241 to LST 488 where facilities for an operation were available,

Position Lut, 15%43,9' N,; Long 147932,3' E,

STEIBEL maneuvered to go alongside ILST 207 to transfer mail
und medical supplies,

PC 555 completed transfer of patient from LST 241 to LST 488,

STEVBEL delivered guard mail to LST 343,

Units of Task Group 53,16 were sighted bearing 270°(T), distance
20,000 yards, These units were returning from Saipan to rejoin

formation,

Changed base course to 173°(T) and speed to 9 knots to camply
with CTF 51's despatch 250336 routing Task Groups 53,16 and Task
Group 53,17 to Eniwetok,

SC 1273 reported sound gear inoperative, They were attempting to
repair,

PC 549 reported here arrival as well as that of SC 504, LCI 469,
ICI 471 amd LCI_ 472 from Saipan,

Commander Task Group 53,16 informed Task Group 53,16 that orders
had been received for them to proceed to Eniwetok, larshall Islands,

Position Lat, 15°06 N,; Long 147°57' E,
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Changed base course to 103°(T),

Vade surface contact bearingll5®(T), distance 28,000 yards,
Contact was identified as friendly, Task Group 53,17 maneuvered
to avoid,

26 June, 1944

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on base course 103°(T) at a base
speed of 9 knots erroute Eniwetok .itoll, lMarshall Islands, Task .
Group 53,17 was approximately 10 miles ahead,

Orders were received for Task Group 53,17 to proceed back to
designated cruising area leaving LST 476 with Task Group 53,16,
Task Group 53,17 was to provide reserve troops for Saipan if

needed,

Changed base speed to 8 knots to allow Task Growp 53,16 to open
Task Group 53,17 which was now about 6 miles ahead, Task Group
53,17 had to maneuver to avoid collision with a friendly Task

Group,

Task Group changed base speed to 6 knots in preparation of Task
Group 53.,17's execution of CTF 51's despatch 252244 returning
that group to designated cruising area,

Task Group 53,17 executed 9 turn to course 013°(T), LST 476 was

instructed to leave Task Gooup 53,17 and assume base course and
speed about 10 miles ahead of Task Group 53,16, PC 555 was instr=
ucted to proceed at best possible speed to screen LST 476, BDoth

were to join Task Group 53,16 formation at daylight,
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26 June, 1944 (cont,)

Task Group 5,17 which was now clear of Task Group 53,16 executed
275 turn and now this unit departed from us and became under the
control of CTF 51,

Changed base speed to 9 knots,

Task Group 53,16 was maneuvered on var ious courses to reform on
axis formation at 103°(T), The U,3.5, HOLLY which had LCI 467

in tow remained on base course «rd speed during this maneuvering
with YIS 242 screening, HOLLY was asked if she could meke ten
lknots with the LCI in tow, She replied that she would not be able
to do so tut with the help of one engine of the LCI she could main=
tain that speed, The LCI was requested to use one engine,

PC 555 regained station in the A/S screen,

LST 476 took station station 300 yards astemn of port LCI column
in the place of the U,5,8., AGENCR,

Position Lat, 14°341 N,; Long, 149°18.2' E,

U.S.8, HOLLY dropped back inside of screen and YLS 242 réturned to
her screening station,

Radar contact was had on unidentified aircraft bearing 300°(T),
distance 143 miles,

U.S.S, STRBEL maneuvered to take station between thealrcraft and
the Task Group to ward off any attack,

The aircraft was identified as friendly,
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Passed guard mail to LST 476, This included convoy and cruising
instructions for her while with Task Group 53,16,

SC 504 (which had just retwrned from Saipan) was refueled,
Position Iat, 14°26,4' N,; Long, 149°30' E,

S0 1273 requested permission to go alongside YMS 237 to pick
up sound gear,

Commander LCI Group 37 was advised to be prepared to effect
permanent disposition of all survivors of the torpedoed LCI 468

among the LCI's of his cammand upon arrival at Eniwetok,

Changed base course to 100°(T) and speed to 9,5 knots,

liade surface surface radar contact bearing 118°9(T), distance 19
miles, Cortact was identified as friendly,

Position lLat, 114.015.51 N,; Long, 150%40" E,

During the day LST's 124, 486 and 487 were sighted in another
convoy with Captuin Robinson, Commander LST Flotilla Thirteen,
aboard U,S,S, BAILEY as OTC, LST 12, was one of ocur ships operat-
ing with the Central Pacific Forces prior to Flotilla Five's entry
into these waters, The other two ships were assigned to this
command but were diverted prior to reporting,

Request was made to ascertain as to whether or not replacement of
gasoline and lube oil was needed for LVT's aboard LST's, Lt, Col,
Steffan, aboard LST 449, was to furnish this data,
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War Diary from 0001 Love, 31 May, 1944, to 2400 King,
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26 June, 1944 (cont,)

The Task Group Commander advised the Task Group that the same
entry instructions viould be used at Eniwetok as were used at
Kwajalein, He also told them that he expected to enter about
1000 Love, 30 June, and that anchorages would be assigned later,
All vessels were requested to prepare a list of urgent repair
requests and submit them prior to 0800, 30 June, together with
a list of all fuel «nd water on hand,

27 June, 1944

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on base course 100°(T) at a speed
of 9,5 knots,
U.8,8, STENBEL closed LST group to facilitate visual camnunications

U,S.5, STEMBEL returned to station 7,000 yards ahead of convoy,
Position Lat, 13%58' N,; Long 152°24,5' E,

Proceeded to close U,S5,5, BAILEY who was approaching on star=
board beam, distance about 9 miles far visual commuication,

Request was made of all ICI's to determine vhether needed spare
parts to effect repairs to LCI 467 were aboard any of the ships,

Results were negative, Every effort was being made to get this
ship in running condition,

U.5.5, ST BEL returned to formation with Task Group 53,16,

PC 549 which had returned to formation on 25th from trip to

Saipan reported the following news: "Trip to_Saipan was just like
seeing movie, We anchored in harbor with a lot of other ships and
watched the Marines just fight like heck, There was just one air

blast scare as we were leaving",
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Position Lat, 13°52,3' N,; Long, 152%8,8' E,

Closed LCI 466, Commodore Carter conferred with COLLCIGROUP 37
via portable phones,

Position Lat, 13°30' N,; Long 153°30! E.

All medical of ficers of vessels in Task Group 53,16 were requested
to submlt requisition for necessary medical supplies to the

senior Flotilla Medical Officer aboard the LST 488,

A congratulatory message was received from the Commnder Fifth

Fleet addressed to all ships of his camand stating that the Nation
as well as the Navy was proud of the work done by the ships of the
Fifth Fleet,

LST 476 reported that they had 351 passengers aboard,

The Flotilla Engineer reported that it would take at least 24
hours to effect repairs to LCI 467 upon arrival at Eniwetok,

Lt, Col, Steffen of the lMarines requested that arrangements be
made to secure emergency PX supplies for the lMarines sboard the
L3T's, He also recommended that troops be sent ashore to get
much needed exercise, Another recommendation was that troops

be glven fresh water showers at least twice a week as some of
them had not had a fresh water shower since leaving Guadalcanal,
The convoy Commander replied that he would endeavor to make these
arrangements, He directed that all LST's make available fresh
water showers for all hands, including troops and other passengers
on the 29th,
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28 June, 1944

Task Group 53.16 was steaming on base course 100°(T) at base speed of
9 knots enroute Eniwetok Atoll, lMarshall Islands,

Entered "Love" time zone, Set ship's clocks ahead one hour to 0100,
(The diversion of Task Group 53.16 to Eniwetok has made subject of
war diary in error, It is suggested that the time is extraneous in
asmuchas the date is shown,)

YIS 242 reported thet their sound gear was inoperative and were attemptm
ing to borrow spare parts to repair, »

Position Lat. 13°13,8! N.; Long 155%2! E,

Commander LST Group 15 reported tlat no repairs or adjustiments were
needed for pontoon equipment except that one propulsion kit aboard LST
125 was inoperative, LST 70 reported that their barge equipment could
be used for provisioning and fueling at Eniwetok if necessary, Comn=
mander LST Group 15 further reported that all pontoon ecuipment aboard
the LST's was riding 0.K.

Changed base course to 102°(T).
LST 476 was told to take place of AGENOR in formation,

PC 555 requested three enlisted men from among the survivors of ICI
468 ‘for permanent duty to bring their complement up to that needed.

The Commander Task Group 53.16 reported the following to Task Group
53,163 "Recent radar contact on "bogey" believed to be "snooper",
Attack by planes up from Truk probable especially around sundown,!

Position Lat. 13%13 48! N.; Long. 156°15! B,

Commander LOI Group 37 reported that all of the wounded from the
torpedoed LCI 468 would shortly be ready to return to duty. No deaths
had resulted from wounds.
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28 June, 1944 (cont,)

Closed ICI 466 to deliver mail fordistribution to all ships, This was
instructions for activities while at Eniwetok and a swmary of available
information concerning facilities.

PC's 1125 and 555 came alongside to receive mail for distribution to
screening vessels of the Task Group. ;

Position Lat, 13%00' IN.; Long 157%6! E,
LST 125 reported fire ontank deck,

STE/BEL dropped astern to assist in putting out fire., ILCI's 466 and 469
also stood by the LST 125,

LST 488 dropped astern to put repair and fire party aboard LST 125,

LST 125 reported fire under control,

LST 125 reported fire out, No casualties were suffered but three
vehicles ontank deck would not start probably due to wet wiring. One
Marine was confined who was believed to have started fire,

Repair party from LST 488 boarded LS§ 125 to a ssist.

LST's 125 and 488, ICI's 466 and 469 screened by YuS 237 formed group
astern of Task Group 53,16 and remained there for the duration of the
nights The U.S.S. STEIBEL resuned her:position,

29 June, 1944

Task Group 53.16 was steaming on base course 102°('1‘) at 9,5 knots, LST's
125 and 488, LCI's 466 and 469 and YMS 237 were five miles astern proceed=
ing at 10 knots to rejoin formation.

Position Lat. 12°35.4' N.; Long 159°09,1' E.
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29 June, 1944 (cont.,)

Watering and refueling of SC's and YMS's was begun using same
schedule as was used on 24 June for these operations, This refuel=-
ing would enable the smell craft to be in state of readiness for
duties at Eniwetok.

PC 555, PC 1125, LCI 466, ICI 469, LCI 464 and LCI 472 left stations
and hegan collecting guard mailframn the various ships of the Task
Group, This mail consistedfor th e main part of requests for repairs

and other services at Eniwetok, This mail was delivered to the Task
Group Commander throughout the morning.

Fueling and watering of YMS 136 was being somewhat delayed by engine
fuel system failure of LST 247 causing engine failure, Fueling was
continued after repairs were made,

Position Lat. 12°26,5' N.j Longe 159°%42! E,

LST 488 was having steering gear trouble,

Changed speedto 1le5 knots,

Changed speed to 1l knots,

Expended 10 rounds of 51/38 Cal, AA coumon ammunition test firing
main battery aboard U.S.S. STE/BEL. Firing was to port,

Position 12%23' N, Lat.; 160°48,5' E. Long.
TS 242 reported sound gear failure,

Made surface radar contact bearing 272°(T), distance 41,700 yards
on converging course. Contact was identified as friendly ships.

Anchorage assignments at Eniwetok were received from CTF 53 for
Task Group 53,16 plus LST 476, LST's were to be berthed near
trensport divisions and troops could be exercised ashore on various

of the small islands.
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30 June, 19&

Task Group 53,16 was steaming on base course 103° at a speed of 9,5
knots enroute Saipan, lariana Islands, to Eniwetok Atoll, llarshall

Islands, .

Radar contact was made on Task Group 51,18 who passed abeam to starboard,
distence 5 miles,

LST 447 dropped out of formmation due to steering casualty.

LST 44T rejoined group,

Changed base course to 150°(T).

PC 555 was ordered into Iniwetok to pick up anchorape charts for
distribution to vessels of Task Group 53.16s She proceeded at best
speed to carry out these orders and upon her return later in the day
reported thet charts would be delivered by picket boat to each vessel

upon entry,
Position Late 11950t N,; Long, 162°20' E,

STFBFL meneuvered alongside LST 207 and received aboard the flagship by
boatswain's chair Staff Officers, Lt. J. E, Elliot, Lt. D, lf, Wynman, and
General lMotors technician, J. R, Lundahl to prepare schedules and meke
arrangements for repairs at Eniwetoks Repair requests had been received
from 21l ships needed sane,

Task Croup 53,16 formed entry fomation similar to one used for entry at
Kwajalein,
Position Lat, 11930 N,; Long, 162028' Ee

Received instructions to remain clear of harbor entrance to allow passage
of several other groups of ships, Proceeded to meneuver on various courses

and at various speeds to carry out these instructions,

Received instructions to proceed into anchorages. Commenced using various
courses and speeds to comply. {
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1 July, 1944
SmIimCmRmimT

War Diary from OOO1 Love, 31 May, 1944, to 2400 King,
L L T

30 June, 1944 (cont,)
Passed buoy #3 and passed through Deep Entrance into Eniwetok Lagoon,
The various vessels of Task Group 53,16 proceeded to anchorages as
assigned,

Position 11937' N, lat,; 162°17' E, Long,

"Air flash red" was received by radio from Senior Officer Fresent Afloat,
All hards went to "GQM,

Miir flash white", Secured from "GQ",

So ends Part "C", erroneously entitled "Passage to Guam", . nore appropriate
title would have been "Passage to liarianas Islands Area and Diversion to Eniwetok!,
Now again preparations vill begin for the next move against the enemy, CTG 53,16
and vessels of the Task Group will welcome another opportunity for a crack at the
forces of Hirohito and a chance to make up for the opportunity that did not present
itself this time, It is regretted that circumstances did not allow the LST'!'s of
Flotilla Five to again participate in a decisive strike at the enemy but now all
eyes are turned forward to the next opportunity,

Al&. units of the Cowand came through the past month, vhich was for the most part
spent at sea, in very good shape, The present condition of all vessels is a result of
the intense preparation and foresight in malking these preparations, Too much credit
can not be ;iven the U.S,5, AGENOR for her valuable assistance at sea and worthy, too,
of mention is the ability of the officers and crews of the various ships in raking
repairs, The striking power of the Task Group is intact except for the loss of ILCI
468 through enemy action, The Task Group Commander (Conmander LST Flotilla Five) will
in short order have his ships ready for whatever may be forth coming in the inmediate

future,
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PASSLEIGERS PASSENGERS TONS CARGO CARRIRD AMPHIB
GUADAL TO KwAJ. TO CARGO WATER TONS FOOD
KWAJALEIN — ENIVETOK : CARRIED 4 CONSULED
OFF, ENLs, OFF, ENL, MOBILE NON TOTAL GIVEN GIVEN IBALS
LVTS DUKWS CONSUIED SUALL CONSULED SHALL DRY CHIL~ FRO- SERVED
CRAFT CRAFT LED ZEN  PASSENGE

L2 0 55600 21700 126100 10400 14 2.3

LTSED 64000 10600 81800 5700 15 3

12 70739 4000 80278 5800 18 1

1) 48842 101000 5500 6.8

JHrm 50000 675 %9000 3700 10

A/ 56900 110900 6500 26583

17 27473 105195 6275 - 28140

13 50492 83000 12079 2 9663

11 64520 95100 17100 28086

1904 36427 81105 4200 16 ) 4270

17 57500 85000 _ 4660 5ed 27950

221, ) 17 62126 77 95120 2800 7.5 29777

=73 L7 42040 15730 85336 9937 17 bed 28174

a8 4 1406 e BOINGEO} ool 31100 16800 54150 3000 15 8 6 25383

32 275 225 500 9 47810 28225 73227 2411 16 4.L 3.8 35988

RURL % . 8H T LRL RO OIS 6 54368 13000 134222 20000 26 6 3 é}b,l
2003 218 4733 4999 I08Y 10083 A3/ b3 PALII [L3505 OIS 1YL 908 8uF £3,]  Hagens
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k o ROUNDS
SHIP BOATS CARRIED A0 EXPENDED JEDICAL SERVICES PERFCU/ED

LST# # # L0 201 OTHER

iy LCP 3 787 1702 7=3"50 Deloused troops
563=50 15 sick bay

117 ‘ 570 L4740 600=50 Routine

330 2519 60=50 1 appendectomy
9 malaria
L a;a)iweni(ectomy
LCVP LOPR .. 197 « 1979 s Z ﬁré%ﬁril caleculus
L catarrha fever

LoVP 1024 3780 Routine

3 battle injnrieé - 1 fatal
TICPR 720 1520 300 passenger treatments - miscl,
90 crew treated = miscl,

ICPR 269 2551 1 Appendectomy plus routine

I0PR 5218 5 malaria plus routine

LCPR 2385 12=3150 See note

ICPR 2268 584=50 12 sick bay plus routine

LCPR 3260 1500-50 See note

LCPR 2150 2=3"50 Routine

1 appendectorm,
2 psychoneurotics, 2 sutured hand

7 PEAAri8: Joq oot lacerations

LCVP 3201 1650=50 See note

b catarrnal fever
2 acute tonsillitis

P 6 6146=50

ar B §&3"§0 E ﬁgﬁg%igalguiidengue fever
11-3150

LCPL 2066 881258 ROUTINE

. JUSE
4 7’3’65”-3’5//14‘4'».!0

ICP 4351 600=50
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NOTE$ w
MEDICAL SERVICES PERFORMED BY
LST 241 =

6 malaria

6 catarrhal fever

2 acute bronchitis

22 admissions to sick bay
1,565 miscl, treatments

LST 269 =

1 appendectomy

1 corneal opacity
1 syphillis

1 mumps

7 melaria

1 gunshot wound

1 frontal sinusitis

LST 447 =

1 appendectomy
23 admissions to sick bay

392 miscl, treatments

A Rblact

CCs CincPac




